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Comprehension Exercise 3A 

Question 1 

Read the text below and answer the questions that follow.  

IT’S A HOME RUN! 

1. “Now coming in for a second base for Pittsburgh Pirates- Gift Ngoepe…,” boomed 

the announcer’s voice over the public-address system. The South African was 

overcome with pride as he stood in PNC Park, his team’s home stadium in 

Pennsylvania, nearly 14 000 km from Limpopo where he was born. He was making 

history as the first South African to play for an American major league baseball team 

as well as being the first African to do so.  

 

2. Gift’s big dream began in 1991 in the clubhouse at Randburg Mets Baseball Club in 

Johannesburg. His mother, Maureen, began working there as a cook and cleaner. As 

the club had a very limited budget, they offered her accommodation instead of a 

salary. Gift was then two years old and he lived with his mother and younger brother 

until he left to play baseball in the States at the age of 18.  

 

3. It was in this room that a strong family bond was formed. “The room was very small- 

almost like a big cupboard in America, but it was home. We slept on a mattress on 

the floor, but it didn’t matter to us. We were genuinely happy because we had love 

and made everything fun.” Gift wrote in an article.  

 

4. Gift grew up around the game and came to love it. He began playing baseball at 5 

and at 10 was picked to play for the national side. The Randburg Mets Baseball Club 

coach, Glen Gillman, says that he fast and has strong feet and arms. He can also 

read the game and position himself well in the field. Off the field, Gift is likeable, 

humble and easy to speak to.  

 

5. The Club raised money to send Gift to Europe for Major League Baseball (MLB) 

Band it was the at the MLB academy in 2008 that Gift impresses Pittsburgh scouts 

and he was offered a contract. He quickly rose through the ranks of the US minor 

leagues and had played more than 700 games by the time he joined the majors.  

 

6. Gift admits that moving to America was a big adjustment. Keen to fit in, he decided to 

go by the name Gift rather than Mpho, as it is easier for the Americans to pronounce. 

These days he lives in a comfortable apartment in Pittsburgh although he doesn’t 

spend much time there because he’s on the road most of the time traveling all over 

the US and sometimes playing three or four games a week.  
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7. Gift trains hard as he says as he says there are always people who want to get to the 

top, so he cannot relax and let that happen. The only regret Gift has, is that his 

mother isn’t around to witness his success as she died in 2013.  

 

8. Clearly Gift is living his childhood dream! 

 

1.1 Refer to paragraph 1.  

 

1.1.1  Name the team that Gift plays for.      (1) 

 

1.1.2  In which overseas team is his team based?     (1) 

 

1.1.3  Name the South African province where Gift was born.    (1) 

 

1.1.4  Explain how Gift has made history.       (2) 

 

1.2 Refer to paragraph 2.  

 

1.2.1 Choose the correct answer from the list below. Write ONLY the 

question number and the letter (e.g. 1.2.1 C) 

Gift grew up in Johannesburg and lived in the… 

A. Johannesburg Baseball Clubhouse.  

B. Randburg Mets Clubhouse.  

C. Randfontein Clubhouse.  

D. Randburg Clubhouse.         (1) 

 

1.2.2  State whether the following statement is TRUE or FALSE. Give a 

REASON to support your answer.  

 Gift’s mother was not paid a salary.       (2) 

1.2.3 Find a word in the paragraph that shows that Gift plays baseball in 

America.           (1) 
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1.3 Refer to paragraph 3  

1.3.1  Match the words in COLUMN A with their meanings in the context of 

the passage in COLUMN B. Write ONLY the question number and the 

correct letter (e.g. 1.3.3 A).  

COLUMN A COLUMN B 

1.3.1.1 bond  A. literary composition forming 
part of a magazine.  

1.3.1.2 genuinely  B. binding agreement.  

1.3.1.3 article C. uniting force.  

 D. really  

            (3x1) (3) 

1.4  Compare Gift’s living conditions when he was growing up in 

Johannesburg to his present living conditions in the USA.  

 Use the table to help you.  

South African home USA home 

  

            (2) 

1.5  Refer to paragraph 4.  

 1.1.5 Choose suitable words from the list to complete the sentences 

below.  

  Arrogant; modest; pleasant; talented; incompetent 

 Gift is a…(a)…person who is not proud but is …(b)…He is also 

a …(c)… baseball player.        (3) 

1.6  Refer to paragraph 5.  

  1.6.1 What does the abbreviation MLB stand for?     (1) 

1.7   Refer to paragraph 7.  

1.7.1 Gift ‘trains hard as he says that there are always people who also 

want to get to the top, so he cannot relax and let that happen.’  

Do you agree with him? Give a reason for your answer.    (2) 

 

 

 

 


