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African Highlights
Everything Egypt







Our focus:



World Cup 2010 Will Heal The Nation (1)



World Cup 2010 Will Heal The Nation (2)



World Cup 2010 Will Heal The Nation (3)



Focus on Egypt

 Egypt also bid for the Football 

World Cup at the same time as 

South Africa. Needless to say, 
Egypt was extremely disappointed 

when the 2010 World Cup Soccer 

bid was won by South Africa.



Ancient Egypt a 

backdrop

 Egypt is a fascinating and ancient country 

in North Africa. Most people, at some time 

or another, would like to travel to the land 

of the Great Sphinx and the Pyramids so 

that they can sail the River Nile on a 

felucca ( a small sailing boat with a tall 

mast ) or enter the ancient temples in 

Luxor or Abu Simbel. Even though you may 

not be able to get there  soon.



Language Structures: Egypt 

Fact Sheet

1. Egypt’s boundaries are the Meditteranean Sea in the north, Israel and the Red Sea in 
the east, Sudan in the south, and Libya in the west. It has a maximum length from north 
to south of about 1085km and a maximum width, near its southern border of about 
1255km. Only just over 4% of its land area of 1001450 sq. km is used bu its population of 
about 54 million people! Cairo is the capital and the largest city.

2. Egypt is the cradle of one of the world’s greatest ancient civilisations and has recorded 
history that dates from about 3200 BC.

3. The cultivated areas are in the valley and delta of the Nile, a number of desert oases, 
and along the Suez Canal. The rest is desert. Part of the desert is Mount Sinai where, 
according to the Bible’s Old Testament, Moses received the Ten Commandments.

4. The Nile, possibly the longest river in the world, enters Egypt from Sudan and flows north 
for about 1545 km to the Meditteranean Sea. For its entire length, from the southern 
border to Cairo, the Nile flows through a narrow valley lined by cliffs. Lake Nasser, a 
huge reservoir formed by the Aswan High Dam, extends south across the Sudan 
border. The lake is about 480 km long and is about 16 km across at its widest point. 
About two-thirds of the lake lies in Egypt.

5. You must have worked out for yourself that the rainfall is extremely low. The area with 
the highest rainfall is along the Mediterranean coast, where the average annual 
rainfall is about 200 mm. This decreases rapidly to the south, with Cairo receiving on 
average only about 29 mm of rain a year. In many parts of the desert it may rain only 
once in several years.



Investigate Language Structures







Egyptian adventure (1)
1. After an uneventful flight, we flew into Cairo. We 

were met by Mohamed, our courier. He was most 

helpful during our few days in Cairo and certainly 

ensured that the arrangments wnt off very 

smoothly.

2. Our hotel was the Nile Hilton. From our balcony, we 

looked down on the Egyptian Museum was also our 

first port of call the next day, as we heard so much 

about the unbelievable Tutankhamen exhibition.

3. Tutankhamen was an Egyptian pharaoh who lived 

from 1343 to 1325 BC. Although he was not a very 

important king, when British archaeologists found his 

tomb in 1922, they discovered to their amazement 

that all the original treasures were still inside. The 

tomb had not been opened since 1325 BC, so 

everything was preserved in perfect condition. As 

this was the only royal tomb that had not been 

completely despoiled by robbers, its discovery was 

a landmark in the study of ancient Egypt. More 

than 5000 precious items were recovered from the 

tomb and are now on display. Needless to say, we 

spent most of the day exploring the wonders of the 

Museum, and looking at the embalmed mummies 

that are thousands of years old.



Egyptian adventure (2)

4. The next day we did everything that tourists 
are expected to do when in Cairo- and loved 
it! First, we drove out to the Pyramids and the 
Great Sphinx at Giza. These three pyramids 
were built as tombs for kings, and the tallest is 
the Cheops Pyramid, which is 146 metres high! 
Then, with our hearts in our mouths, we went 
on a camel ride, and we still wonder how the 
Arabs must have felt after travelling hundreds 
of kilometres across the desert in this most 
uncomfortable fashion.

5. We finished up at the famous Kahn El Khalili 
Bazaar, one of the biggest bazaars in the 
world. As we walked through its narrow streets, 
with the smell of spices in our nostrils, a feast of 
wonderful articles tempted our hands into our 
purses.

6. What a fabulous day! But more was to come, 
for the next morning we were to fly Abu Simbel 
for the start of our three-day-voyage on Lake 
Nasser.



Activity 3: Read and comprehend





Practicing parts of speech



Unforgettable Egypt



Activity 5: Summary skills



Building Vocabulary



Activity 6: Listen and speak to 

communicate



Recapping and revising: Using 

Apostrophes



Recapping and revising: Use Pronouns 



Recapping and Revising: Write an 

argumentative essay

 You feel that 2010 is too soon for South Africa to host the football World Cup 

successfully.

 Write an argumentative essay on why 2014 would have been better.
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