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GRADE 8 RECAP TERM 1

• The Industrial Revolution in Britain and Southern Africa from 1860

• The Industrial Revolution in Britain caused a need for expansion- ‘’We Want More.”

• Moving away from the pre-industrial era- farming economies; cottage industries.

• The ideals of “We are the light of the world- we must bring civilisation.”

• Britain gained great wealth through slave-trading over bringing “civilisation” to 

the world- it was easier to enslave the world to gain the wealth of others over 

trading or working together.

• The advent of the Industrial Revolution changed Britain for better and worse.

• Britain snowballed towards the developments previously unavailable under their 

pre-industrial era: Economy; Industry; Social Standards and concepts; The 

British Empires might and power.

• The opportunity of wealth created a demand for more and more.- “A great greed.”



GRADE 8 RECAP TERM 1 (II)
• South Africa was seen as being part of the “Dark Continent”- a place undiscovered and impenetrable to Europeans- until the 

development of Quaninine- Malaria medication.

• South Africa was untouched largely prior to the arrival of the British.

• The indigenous peoples of South Africa were largely based off of communal living and largely a farming and cattle based lifestyle- “living off of and 
with the land.”

• The arrival of the British brought with it slavery; greed; death and destruction on mass scales- both human and naturally bound.

• Brtain insitutes indentured Indian labour from India- a part of Britains Empire and seen as a colony.- Becoming part of the empire was seen as an 
honour to be brought “civilisation” at the cost of your freedom and undouvted service.

• Slavery became the back bone of the British Empire- and because South Africa was still largely uncolonized within the Zulu-Kingdom (KwaZulu-
Natal Today)- the demand for new comodities that could more easily be cultivated on South African soil was seen as a money maker.- Sugar was in 
high demand.

• Indentured labourers slowly experienced a greater sense of what slavery would eventually cause world wide.- this set the stage for the eventual 
mineral boom in South Africa that lured indigenous peoples.

• Diamonds were freely available in Kimberly- drawing Europeans in 1867.

• The Britishhave known of the value of diamonds as a commodity and the wealth to be gained from it.

• Their aim was the eventual control of South Africa- as in India the Spice Route and similar to China’s Silk Road.

• The British begin diamond mining and aim to create a monopoly: One person/One claim- the European claim.

• Cecil John Rhodes and the African railway connecting the empire and the continent at the expense of all- but not the Europeans.

• The establishment of the De Beers mining company- regulated mining- owning the mining industry and the value their of.

• The eventual discovery of deep level gold mining on the Witwatersrand in 1886.

• The British hear of Gold deposits on the Witwatersrand in 1886.



GRADE 8 RECAP TERM 2

• The Mineral Revolution in South Africa

• The Mineral Revolution “Mining Mineral Boom”- began in 1867 and developed into Gold mining on the Witwatersrand in 1886- but at 
what cost?

• From 1867 indentured labour became migrant labour- culminating into what became compound living and all of this flowed into slave 
labour- a slow process through which Britain used to create its claim over South Africa; its minerals; resources and its peoples.

• The indigenous peoples experienced a loss of their freedoms; their land; resources and communities in all- as everyone was drawn in by 
the prospect of wealth and investment- however it was a “call to slavery”.

• Britain further aimed to cripple the indigenous peoples through land dispossession as a process to add to the Empire.

• Land dispossession was the subsequent step to gain a work force-via indigenous peoples- through slavery/subjugation minus the cost of 
bringing in labour at the Empires cost.

• This process lead to the dismantelling of an entire African populous; the centuries of culture and community as well as age old traditions 
and ways of life.



GRADE 8 RECAP TERM 2 (II)

• Land desposission was a tactic used to turn neighbours into enemies; and cause a number of peaceful empires and 

communities to turn on each other- eradicated each other; and enslave each other for the Empire.

• The Mineral Revolution/”Mining Mineral Boom”/ also came at a cost to the indigenous peoples:

• The creation of a Monopoly was a lure for the indigenous peoples- the promise of instant wealth caused the indigenous populous to 

abandon their lands- creating a barren farm land; cattle deaths; wives and children who needed food but could not plow the lands 

because no knowledge of how was passed on- leading to a dependence on a wage/salary to buy food and survive- all culminating in the 

eventual desposission of the indigenous peoples lands.

• After the creation of the monopoly- eradicating the indigenous peoples- through slave-based labour/ through waging warfare or civil 

warfare between indigenous populi- who would not give up land that the Empire wanted to survey for mineral wealth.

• The advent of the Industrial Revolution and the impact of the Mineral Revolution caused a shift of power within South Africa 

as from 1867: The eventual defeat of the Boers in 1902; the establishment of the (APO) African Political Organisation in 

1902; The (TIC) Transvaal Indian Congress formed in 1903; The Bambatha Rebellion of 1906; The formation of the Union in 

1910; The formation of the (SANNC) South African Native National Congress in 1912- The precursor to the ANC; The 

Satyagraha Campaing of 1913-1914; To the precursor to the Apartheid era, the Land Act of 1913.



GRADE 8 RECAP TERM 3

• The Scramble for Africa

• With the advent of the Industrial Revolution and the eventual “successes” of British mineral theft and resource pillaging in 

South Africa; European nations ventured into a pact into which to venture further into the “Dark Continent” to further pillage 

and take from it, all its wealth and resources- as Empires naturally do- from others to their own enrichment.

• There was the Berlin Conference of 1884 which in itself was the representation of European wants and claims- without the 

representation of the people who inhabited Africa as the indigenous peoples.

• The Europeans justified their beliefs in the needs for colonisation as a tool in many ways- especially with the phrase “To be 

the light of the world” as their backbone.

• The colonisation of Africa was swift- for a number of reasons; as well as the steps the Europeans took to ensure that it would 

be a step by step process- however the results were dire.

• We also looked at the Ashanti Kingdom- and the Gold Coast (Ghana).



GRADE 8 RECAP TERM 4

• WWI 1914 to 1918

• The overall long term causes:

• World War I was the direct influence of the advent of the Industrial Revolution; The Mineral Revolution in South Africa and the furthering of 

European ventures within Africa for each Empires own personal gain.

• With the advent of the Industrial Revolution- There was the rebirth within France referred to as the Renaissance that was the leap forward 

humanity needed- and with the good that it brought; it was often twisted for the bad.

• There was the development of ideologies: Nationalism; The formation of Industrial economies for furthering emperial rule and expansion; 

The eventual wanting to control the seas and all fare trading routes; colonisation in the wanting to further the “civil” within civilisation 

across the globe and overall each of these empires and all they stood for- at the cost of others.

• The immediate cause:

• The assassination of Archduke France Ferdinand of Austria- assassinated at Sarajevo.

• The conflicting ideological views:

• European countries disagreeing with each others views, leading to the formation of the Allied and Central Powers.



GRADE 8 RECAP TERM 4 (II)
• Experiences of World War I:

• The ideology aspect- the use of propaganda and conscription within Britain.

• The fight against ideology- Concientous Objectors.

• The permanent stations of fighting- Trenchwarfare on the Western Front.

• The experiences on the front and back home of the war; all it entailed; what people witnessed and experienced led to poetry and music.

• The ideas of proxy wars- the use of other countries as a forefront to aid the empires.

• The Battle of Dellville Wood in 1916

• The sinking of the Mendi in 1917

• The development of the feminine within society on a global plane:

• Women within Britain shifted from home bound roles; to filling in the roles of men in factories as the men were all at war or conscripted at 

a young age.

• The return of the men who complained about women workers- leading to the feminist campaigns to grant women greater right and 

privilege within society.

• The eventual role of Emily Parkhurst who spearheaded the female campaign for voters rights which steamrolled the assigned gender

roles within society and sparked female outcry across the globe for greater representation.

• A brief overview of Germany’s defeat and the Treaty of Versailles:

• Germany was defeated and subsequently forced into submission and had to agree to a set of terms that detailed their acceptance of 

responsibility for the war; and agreed to pay all damages to all parties.



GERMANY 1919 TO 

1939
THE ROLE AND IMPACT OF WWI ON GERMANY AND THE LEAD 

UP TO WWII





FROM THE SECOND REICH TO THE WEIMAR 

REPUBLIC

• Key Issues:

• Why did the Second Reich come to an end in 1918?

• What sort of a republic was set up in 1919?



WHAT WAS THE SECOND REICH?

❖ Germany had only come into existence in 1871

Ω Before this the German-speaking people lived in a number of states

❖ The largest state, Prussia, defeated France in a war (1870-1)

Ω It organised the other states into an Empire: the Second Reich / Austrian-Hungarian /

Prussian / German Empire

Ω Before this the German-dominated empire in Central Europe had been known as the ‘Holy

Roman Empire’ or the First Reich

❖ The Second Reich didn’t contain every German in Europe

Ω Prussia wanted to control the new Germany so Austria was not allowed to join – so it

remained in the Austro-Hungarian Empire

Ω However, many of the Germans who were not part the Second Reich dreamed of a time

when they would be part of a Greater Germany which contained all Germans



KAISER WILHELM II
❖ The Second Reich was ruled by the Kaiser; a hereditary

ruler.

Ω Kaiser- An Emperor- the ruler of an empire.

Ω Hereditary- Born into power based on heritage- ruler by 

blood.

❖ The Kaisers Power:

Ω The Kaiser had an enormous amount of power.

Ω He could choose and fire ministers- as he saw fit.

Ω He controlled the foreign policy and could declare war-

when and how he wanted; for whatever reason.

❖ Wilhelm II Becomes Kaiser:

Ω In 1888, Wilhelm II at the age of  29 became the Kaiser.

Ω He was the great nephew of Queen Victoria.

Ω For a birthday present, Queen Victoria gave him Mount 

Kilimanjaro, the highest mountain in Africa.



KAISER WILHELM II
❖ Wilhelm II’s goals and dreams for the empire:

Ω Make Germany as great as Britain.

Ω Britain was the biggest empire- and dominated trade.

Ω Britain ruled over ¼ of the worlds populations.

❖ Wilhelm II achieves his goals:

Ω Germany conquered certain areas of Africa.

Ω Specifically German-West Africa/Namibia.

Ω They managed to run an empire based across the sea.

Ω Their next step was increasing and building a naval power 
similar to the British Empire.

❖ Power Struggles:

Ω Fearing the German threat- Britain then set off on a 
mission to increase its naval power.

Ω They built bigger ships.

Ω The first official arms race of the Industrial and Imperial 
Age.



A QUICK OVERVIEW OF: THE FIRST WORLD WAR

Ω War broke out in 1914- Archduke Frans Ferdinand was assassinated.

Ω Germany thought that it would be a quick victory- due to the size of the Prussian Empire.

Ω Unlike in 1871, Paris didn’t fall to the invading German army like planned- The Germans 

underestimated Frances military might.

Ω Both sides dug trenches which stretched from the English Channel to the mountains of 

Switzerland- it was a stalemate on the front where they faced off.

Ω Neither side was strong enough to defeat the other- Both sides were backed by either of their 

allies in either the Allied or Central Powers groupings.

Ω For soldiers, it was the start of four years of hell where millions of men died and just as many 

were injured- It was a arduous and unending war that led to the exhaustion of resources.

Ω The war ended in what became known as the Treaty of Versailles- A false stalemate.



GERMANY IS DEFEATED: W.W.W.W.W.H? (I)

❖ The war ended in a stalemate in 
November 1918.

❖ Germany was running out of 
supplies as the British Navy 
blockaded supplies.

❖ America also joined the war 
which meant that while the 
Germans were running out of 
supplies, the Allies were getting 
fresh supplies of men, food and 
equipment.

❖ In March 1918, General Lundendorff launched Operation 
Michael which was a desperate attempt to win the war before 
the American troops arrived

Ω It involved pushing back the Allies which was successful – pushing 
back the British to the river Marne

Ω But the German attack was too quick for the artillery which meant 
that there was no defence when the Allies counter-attacked in 
August

Ω He then told the Kaiser that the war was over – Germany was 
defeated



GERMANY IS DEFEATED: W.W.W.W.W.H? (II)

❖ In October, the Germans and Americans were organising the end of the war – this would only happen if the 

Kaiser abdicated

❖ Starvation grew in Germany, causing riots and, on October 30th, the navy refused to fight

❖ The Kaiser agreed to abdicate and by the 11th of November an armistice was signed on a railway carriage at 

Compiègne, just north of Paris

❖ The war was over as was the Second Reich



THE CONSTITUTION OF THE SECOND REICH

Kaiser
(hereditary for life)

(Kaiser was Supreme 
Commander of the Army)

Army

Chancellor (usually also the 
chairman of the Bundesrat)

Chosen by the Kaiser

Bundesrat
More important than the 

Reichstag in making laws. The 
17 Prussian representatives 

could veto any law
Upper House of Parliament

Members were chosen by the 
state governments of Germany

Reichstag
Could only approve laws 

proposed by the Chancellor and 
the Bundesrat

Lower House of Parliament

Elected by all men over the age 
of 25. fewer could vote in 

Prussia



THE WEIMAR REPUBLIC

❖ Germany was becoming a Democracy because, for one, President Wilson refused to offer peace until it was democratic – but 
this meant that democracy was seen as being forced upon Germany

❖ The new government wasn’t allowed to rule in Berlin at first because there was a communist revolt

❖ As the government was forced to meet in the town of Weimar to draw up a constitution, it was known as Weimar Germany 
even though they soon moved back to Berlin

❖ Socialist, Friedrich Ebert, was the first President of Germany after elections were held

A DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC



THE WEIMAR REPUBLIC (III)

1. Proportional Representation

Ω The voting system for the Reichstag meaning at 5% of 
votes = 5 seats

Ω A party had to have 51% to form its own government

Ω It encouraged many parties to form making this near 
impossible

Ω Thus most of the governments were coalition 
governments

Ω It worked well in the ‘20s but didn’t in the Depression 
as the Socialists wouldn’t agree with the others

2. Article 48

Ω In an emergency the President could abandon 
democracy

Ω Giving the President power to pass laws, etc.

Ω This is known as ‘rule by decree’

Ω When the socialists left the government in the ’30s this 
happened because there was not enough support to 
pass laws

Ω This meant that German people were more willing to 
accept Hitler’s rule as he was not the first Chancellor to 
ignore the Reichstag

3. The Army

Ω Known as Reichswhr, was only allowed 100,000men

Ω The generals in change fought for the Kaiser and many didn’t 
believe in democracy

Ω They wanted a Kaiser and a powerful army again

4. The Courts

Ω They too were the same men that were in charge of the justice 
system before

Ω They had sympathy with people who wanted to end democracy

Ω E.g. Hitler was found guilty of treason in 1924 and received a 
minimum sentence of 5years imprisonment and only served 
9months

THE NEW CONSTITUTION



THE WEIMAR REPUBLIC (IV)

President

(for 7years)

Chancellor

Chosen by the President but had the support of 

the majority of the Reichstag

Army

The President was Supreme Commander of 

the army

Reichstag

Was more important than the Reichsrat. It could make laws. 

The Chancellor had to have the support of a majority of its 

members

Lower House of Parliament

Reichstag

Could only approve laws propose by the Chancellor and the Reichstag

Upper House of Parliament

Elected by all adults over the age of 21

Article 48

The President could suspend the 

constitution. He could make laws and keep 

a Chancellor in office who did not have the 

support of the Reichstag

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE WEIMAR REPUBLIC



THE EFFECT OF THE TREATY OF VERSAILLES

Why did the German people react so strongly to the 

peace treaty?

KEY ISSUE



THE EFFECT OF THE TREATY ON GERMANY

❖ On 11th of November Germany had signed the 

armistice and thus surrendered

❖ It was not allowed to take part in peace talks as a 

result

❖ In June 1919 the terms of the Treaty of Versailles 

were announced – it horrified the German 

Government

❖ Germany lost:

Ω 13% of its land

Ω 48% of its iron production

Ω 15% of its agricultural production

Ω 6million of its people

Ω 90% of its merchant ships

❖ It also had punishments:

Ω Its army could be no greater than 100,000men

Ω No troops were allowed in the Rhineland

Ω It was not allowed an air force

Ω The navy could not have any battleships

❖ The Chancellor, Scheidemann, resigned rather than 

accept the terms

❖ However, if Germany didn’t the Allies would invade the 

country



A KNIFE IN THE BACK TO THE GERMAN PEOPLE

❖Many Germans felt humiliated by the treaty and wanted revenge on the way they had 

been treated by the Allies

❖The threat of the reparations threatened to make every German poor

❖Many Germans blamed the government for signing the armistice and referred to the 

government as the ‘November Criminals’ (as the armistice was signed on the 11th of 

November)

❖They were accused of stabbing the army in the back and this theory blamed the 

government for the Treaty of Versailles

❖This led to a rightist trend



GERMANY AND THE EXPECTED PAYMENT OF REPARATIONS

❖The worse part for the Germans was the ‘war guilt’

❖This meant that the war was entirely Germany’s fault

❖As a result, in 1921, Germany was fined £6600million to repair the damage

❖However, the British and French had probably done just as much damage as the 

Germans

❖At Versailles, France did not just want Germany to be punished but also hoped to 

break Germany up

❖But the Germans were united in their hate for the Allies and want for vengeance

❖In hindsight, it could be said that the major part of Germany’s strength (land, 

population and resources) was untouched – leaving the German empire basically 

intact



THE PROCESSES OF REVOLUTION

Why were there so many revolts in the 

early years of Weimar Germany?

KEY ISSUE



THE GERMAN MARCH TOWARDS REVOLUTION

❖In the early years of the Weimar Germany there were a number 

of attempted revolutions

❖A democratic government was being set up in Germany but not 

everyone agreed with the system

❖There were various staged armed uprisings in Berlin and 

Munich



THE SPARTACISTS

❖A communist group led by Karl Liebknecht and Rosa Luxemburg

❖Their name is from the Roman slave Spartacus who led the slave revolt

❖They were upset that the Second Reich was being replaced by a government they 

believed was controlled by rich people

❖They wanted a government that took from the rich to give to the poor

❖In January 1919, the Spartacists staged a revolution in Berlin hoping from the same 

success the Bolsheviks had in 1917

❖After 2 weeks the revolution ended

❖It was crushed by the Freikorps with great brutality, many of the communists were shot 

after being captured including Liebknecht and Luxemburg



MUNICH 1919

❖In April 1919, another communist group managed to seize control o the 

government of Bavaria (the second largest state)

❖The Freikorps were again used to crush the revolt

❖The first two attempted revolutions were by extreme left-wing groups, the next 

revolts come from extreme right-wing groups



THE KAPP PUTSCH

❖The Freikorps hated communism but also hated the humiliation of the Treaty of 

Versailles and thus the government which signed it

❖In March 1920, a group of Freikorps led by Dr Kapp, tried to take power in Berlin

❖They were also angry because the government wanted all Freikorps units to 

disband

❖The army refused to stop Kapp and his 5,000 followers

❖The workers on the other hand did not support the Freikorps and went on strike

❖They found that they could not govern Berlin so the revolt was abandoned



HITLER AND THE MUNICH PUTSCH

❖Between 1921 and 1923, there were many attempts to seize control of various 

cities but they all failed

❖The most famous is that of Hitler’s in November 1923, Munich, the capital of 

Bavaria

❖He failed because the police opposed him





ADDITIONAL OPTIONS FOR REVOLUTION

❖The right-wing groups not only tried to seize power but also assassinated some of 

the government ministers who were seen as the ‘November Criminals’

❖In August 1921, Matthias Erzberger, who signed the armistice, was shot dead

❖In June 1922, the Foreign Minister Walter Rathenau was gunned down in Berlin

ASSASSINATIONS



THE FINAL SOLUTION TO REVOLUTION

❖All the attempts to overthrow the Weimar government failed

❖The first elections for the Reichstag were held in 1920

❖It was not a good one for democracy

❖The Weimar republic had been created by a Socialist, Democratic and Centre 

Parties

❖If you add their results up together they did not even win half the seats

❖The Germans were obviously doubtful of the new system

ELECTIONS



1923 GERMANY’S NIGHTMARE YEAR

Why did Germany suffer from hyper-inflation in 

1923?

KEY ISSUE



THE FIRST STUMBLING BLOCK: 
THE RUHR INVASION

❖By January 1923, Germany were behind on the reparation payments to Belgium and 

France

❖France were angry because they needed the money to repay their war debt to the 

USA

❖The French and Belgian troops then invaded the Ruhr – the industrial centre of 

Germany

❖The Ruhr is in the Rhineland and so there was no German troops to defend the land

❖The French and Belgians decided to take the goods they needed rather than wait for 

the Germans to send them



THE SECOND STUMBLING BLOCK: 

GERMAN RESISTANCE

❖The Germans could not use force in the way of the army against the French and 

Belgians

❖Germans workers went on strike as a protest

❖They also sabotaged the mines so that they flooded and could not be worked in as 

well as burning down the factories

❖There was also huge demonstrations of which some became violent

❖Funerals of those shot by the French army turned into even bigger demonstrations

❖The French army even arrested the entire police force of Ruhr

❖They also stole money from banks and took equipment from offices and factories



THE END RESULTS OF THE INVASION

❖The invasion united the Germans in their hatred of the French and Belgians

❖The strikers were heroes to the German people who were standing up to the 

Treaty of Versailles – showing that Germany could not be crushed

❖The government backed the strikers

❖They printed money to pay the strikers a wage but this caused inflation

❖Then, because the workers were on strike, less goods were being made so 

inflation was made worse

❖These two factors alone helped to turn inflation into hyper-inflation



THE EFFECTS OF HYPER-INFLATION ON GERMANY

 The figure for German 
reparations had been 
set in 1921, meaning 
that large quantities of 
goods were to be sent to 
France and Belgium

As a result there was not 
enough goods in 
Germany, making prices 
rise. At the same time, 
the government printed 
more money and 
workers went on strike

 In 1923 inflation shot out 
of control

 In 1918, a loaf of bread 
was 0.6marks but in 
January 1923, it was 
250marks and then in 

September it was 
1.5million marks

Workers had to be paid 
twice a day so they 
could carry the money 
but soon the 
wheelbarrows, baskets 
and suitcases were 
worth more than the 
money inside it

German money was worthless, savings 
were lost and those on fixed pay 
suffered terribly

But businessmen found they were 
making lots of money and their debts 
had been wiped out as well as low 
wages

Farmers also did well because people 
would always need food before other 
goods

Foreigners were lucky as the exchange 
rate was good and could buy a lot of 
products most Germans couldn’t

 It became difficult to post a letter in 1923 
as there was not enough room to stick 
on all the stamps required to send it



THE STRESEMANN YEARS AND THE 

COLLAPSE OF THE WEIMAR REPUBLIC

Why did Germany recover from the crisis of 1923?

&

After such a recovery, what events caused the 

Republic to collapse?

KEY ISSUES



GUSTAV STRESEMANN

Ω Stresemann was the new Chancellor in August 

1923

Ω He introduced a new currency, the Rentenmark, 

which replaced the old worthless mark

Ω The striking workers were ordered back to work

Ω He agreed to paying the reparations again

Ω All this made him unpopular because he was giving 

in to the countries who were making Germany look 

humiliated

Ω By November 1923, he was forced to resign as the 

SPD, the largest party in the coalition, stopped 

supporting him

Ω But in the new coalition, he became the Foreign 

Minister and Germany was rewarded with the 

introduction of the Dawes Plan in 1924 for repaying 

the reparations

Ω America agreed to lend Germany 800million marks which 

were used to build new factories, producing jobs and 

goods, which helped raise the standard of living for the 

Germans and also helped American as Germany could 

pay them back as well as countries like France who still 

owed America money from the war

Ω It also meant that France could buy American goods 

because it had the money to import them which further 

helped America during its 1920’s ‘Boom’

Ω In 1925, the French and Belgian troops left the Ruhr

Ω The Democratic government appeared to be working and 

successful so people were willing to continue with it

Ω Then in 1929, the Young Plan was introduced which 

reduced reparations by over 67%



GERMANY’S “GOLDEN AGE”

❖After 1923, people had money to spend and Germany appeared very different to what 

it was like pre-1923

❖Berlin was the pleasure capital of Europe

❖Going to clubs and cafes were important parts of Berlin life

❖Artists flocked to Berlin

❖There was little censorship so people could do as they wished



GERMAN FOREIGN POLICY

❖Other countries were starting to treat Germany as an equal

❖In 1925, Germany and France signed the Treaty of Locarno in which they agreed 

never to try to change the border between them

❖In 1926, Germany was allowed to join the League of Nations

❖In 1928, Germany signed the Kellogg-Briand Pact with over 60 other countries which 

said they would never go to war against each other

❖Stresemann was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in the same year

❖He died in October 1929, when Germany seemed to have completely recovered



THE COLLAPSE OF THE WEIMAR REPUBLIC

1. Worldwide Depression 

2. The Government of Brüning

3. The Government of Papen and;

4. Hitler as Chancellor

THE FOUR MAJOR CONTRIBUTING 

FACTORS



THE DEPRESSION

Ω On the 24th of October 1929, the Wall Street Crash 
occurred

Ω The German boom had been created because of a 
loan from America but they wanted this back 
because of the crisis

Ω German industrial production slumped

Ω Factories were producing less and so were forced 
to make their workers unemployed

Ω In 1928, employment was 1.4million Germans but 
in 1931 this figure was 4.8million

Ω Many people lost faith in democracy and turned 
their attention to extremist groups

Ω Elections in 1930 showed that the Nazis and 
Communists did well

Ω The communists promised a fair society of taking 

from the rich to give to everyone to make all equal

Ω The Nazis were promising to stop the reparations so 

the money would be spent creating jobs

Ω On the other hand, the coalition government offered 

no solutions and couldn’t agree

Ω Unemployment continued to grow

Ω The government seemed unable to prevent more 

unemployment 

Ω This time the whole world was effected by the 

Depression rather than the inflation problems that 

only Germany had suffered in 1923

CAUSE (I)



THE GOVERNMENT OF BRÜNING

Ω With so many unemployed there had to be a lot of money paid out in benefits

Ω But there was not enough money to do so

Ω Printing money risked hyper-inflation again

Ω In March 1920, Chancellor Brüning of the Centre Party proposed a 2.5% tax increase on the employed

Ω But the SPD refused and thus, left

Ω Using decree of President Hindenburg, Brüning introduced these measures as he no longer had support 

of the majority of the Reichstag

Ω Employment benefit was also cut by 5%

Ω Pay of the government also decreased by 23%

Ω The coalition was clearly divided on how to deal with the Depression unlike with hyper-inflation in 1923

CAUSE (II)



THE GOVERNMENT OF PAPEN

❖ Brüning resigned in May 1932 and replaced by von 

Papen

❖ Elections were called in July in the hope the parties 

that supported the government would win a 

majority

Ω He hoped to do things democratically rather 

than by Presidential Decree

Ω But it didn’t work

❖ The Nazis won 230seats which was far more than 

anyone else

Ω But they didn’t get the 50% of the seats needed 

to govern on their own

❖ von Papen continued as Chancellor and tired the same 

tactic again as he called for elections in November

Ω Again it failed

Ω But the Nazis did win 34 fewer seats

× Thus they were becoming less popular

Ω von Papen was also replaced by General von 

Schleicher

❖ In January, General von Schleicher resigned because 

Hindenburg wouldn’t allow him to continue to govern by 

presidential decree

Ω Hitler was then asked by Hindenburg to become the 

new Chancellor

❖ In 1925 Hindenburg became President with fewer than 

50% of the votes because the Communists put up a 

candidate so splitting the majority anti-Hindenburg vote

CAUSE (III)



HITLER AS CHANCELLOR

❖Hitler would not have become Chancellor if the President had allowed General von 

Schleicher to govern my decree

❖The Centre Party leaders, like von Papen, didn’t want General von Schleicher in power 

and hoped to rule Germany – using the support of the Nazis to stay in power

❖They thus thought they could control Hitler and dominate him

❖von Papen became Hitler’s vice-Chancellor

❖Ironically, Hitler became Chancellor when the Nazis were losing support

CAUSE (IV)



NAZIS; THE NAZI RULE AND REIGN

What did the Nazi Party stand for?

THE NAZI PARTY

KEY ISSUE



THE NAZIS: A NEW PARTY

❖January 1919, Anton Drexler founded the German Workers’ Party 

(DAP) in Munich

❖In September 1919, Hitler joined the DAP

STARTING ANEW



THE NAZIS: A NEW PARTY HITLER’S MANIFESTO

Hitler co-wrote the 25-point programme stating the Party’s beliefs with 
Drexler. They can be grouped into three main themes

1. Nationalism – they believed that Germany had been humiliated in the Treaty of Versailles and that the army had 

been stabbed in the back by the ‘November Criminals.’  They wanted all Germans to be united in one country, in a 

Greater Germany

2. Socialism – they were a nationalist party and thus hated the socialists and communists. But had similar points to 

the socialists including; demanding that workers should be ale to share in company profits, the government to 

take back any profit made by companies through supplying the war effort, making big factories nationalised, and 

sharing the land out for everyone

3. Anti-Semitism – they believed that the Germans were racially superior to all other people.  Non-Germans were 

known as untermensch, meaning ‘lesser people,’ and would not be a citizen. The Jews were the lowest of the low 

who were blamed for most of Germany’s problems. It was a common policy in extremist groups and especially 

common among Germans who were born outside of Germany itself, like Hitler

❖ In1920 the party changed its name to the National Socialist German Workers’ Party, or the NSDAP, more commonly 

known as Nazis

❖ In 1921, Hitler replaced Drexler as leader

STARTING ANEW



ADOLF HITLER

Ω Hitler became a German citizen in 1932

Ω He fought in WW1 and was awarded the Iron Cross, the German’s highest award 

for bravery

Ω He felt, like many others, that the bravery and self-sacrifice shown in the war was 

needed to be recreated to make Germany great again

Ω Hitler thought that to achieve this decisive leadership would be needed, and who 

better than himself. His first task was to get a large following

Ω In 1920, the party brought its own newspaper to put its views across to a broader 

audience

Ω Hitler then created the Sturm Abteilung (SA) to attract even more followers

Ω In 1923, he tried to seize power in the Munich Putsch and failed in his attempts

THE LIFE AND TIMES OF THE GERMAN PATRIOT TO A MAD EVIL



THE STURMABTEILUNG

❖The SA was first described as the party’s gymnastic and sports section by the Nazi 

newspaper, Volkischer Beobachter, in 1921

❖But it was mainly made up of the Freikorps who felt betrayed by the Weimar 

government

❖The SA offered them a new uniform to fight for Germany in

❖They would disrupt Hitler’s opponents’ meetings and beat up their supporters

❖They were known as ‘Brownshirts’ because of their brown uniform and their HQ was 

known as ‘Brown House’

❖It was the SA who followed Hitler when he tried to take power in Munich

THE ENFORCEMENT OF EVIL



DETAILING THE MUNICH PUTSCH/ BEER HALL

Why did Hitler attempt to seize power?

&

Why did he fail?

HITLER’S VIEW FOR GERMAN “ONENESS”

KEY ISSUES



THE 8TH OF NOVEMBER 1923

Ω By November 1923, the state of Bavaria was under 

control of Gustav von Kahr

Ω On the 8th of November, he was to address a public 

meeting at the Bürgerbräu beer hall with General 

von Lossow, the commander of the Bavarian army

Ω But at 8:30pm, the SA and Hitler surrounded the 

building where Hitler announced that Kahr and 

Lossow were under arrest

Ω Lundendorff, who had commanded the German 

army at the end of the war, also joined in

Ω After private discussions in a side room, Kahr 

agreed to lead Hitler’s takeover

Ω But an important mistake was made, Kahr and Lossow 

were allowed to go home

Ω Hitler hoped that by taking control of Bavaria, he would 

soon be able to take control of the whole of Germany

Ω He thought the time was right as many believed that the 

government had betrayed them by signing the Treaty of 

Versailles, then again in 1923 when Stesemann had given 

in to the French and resumed paying reparations (they 

wanted the Ruhr strike to continue),  hyper-inflation also 

meant that people were unhappy and ready for change

Ω Hitler believed that the German people wanted a new, 

strong government



THE 9TH OF NOVEMBER 1923

Ω Hitler was trying to copy the example 

of Mussolini who led the March on 

Rome to seize power in Italy in 1922

Ω But the Italian king and army 

supported Mussolini, so didn’t stop 

Mussolini’s blackshirts from marching 

into Rome

Ω But for Hitler, it was very different as 

General von Lossow organised the 

army to stop Hitler and with Kahr free, 

he supported von Lossow

Ω In the afternoon, Hitler, Ludendorff 

and their supporters set off the march 

through Munich

Ω They had few weapons, 2,000 rifles the 

German Army had supplied secretly had no 

firing pin

Ω In the Odeonplatz they met a group of 

Bavarian troopers

Ω There was a moment pf real fire fight where 

16 Nazis were killed and 4 troopers

Ω Ludendorff was arrested at the scene

Ω Hitler was arrested 48 hours later



THE RESULTS OF THE MUNICH PUTSCH

❖At the trial, Ludendorff was declared to be innocent

❖Hitler admitted that he was guilty of trying to overthrow the Weimar system of 

government

Ω He showed how this this was no crime because he was trying to restore German 

greatness

Ω His trial had a national audience

Ω He was given a minimum sentence of 5years but only served 9months

❖While in prison, he wrote Mein Kampf (‘My Struggle’) which set out his ideas

❖The time also gave Hitler the opportunity to reflect on the reasons for the failure of the 

Putsch

❖He decided that the Party had to take power legally, by gaining votes rather than by 

force



THE NAZI PARTY

What sort of supporters did the Nazis 

attract?

KEY ISSUE

A PATH OF GROWTH AND VICTORY



A VOTE FOR THE NAZI PARTY IS A VOTE FOR?

❖Many people in the working class were discontent and so looked 

towards extremist groups like the Nazis

❖By claiming to stand for morality and family values, the Nazis were able 

to convince many women to vote for them



WORKERS IN THE CITIES

❖ The more people who were unemployed, the 

more willing they were to vote for the Nazis

❖ Traditionally voted for the socialists who had 

helped gain them better wages and working 

conditions

❖ But the communists seems to be a more 

obvious alternative but they wanted a 

revolution whereas the Socialist Party (SPD) 

wanted to win by election

❖ The total left-wing vote did not decline during 

the Depression

❖ The industrial working class in the big cities 

continued to vote for the socialists and communists

❖ The Nazis received 38% of the vote in the whole of 

Germany in 1932, they only got 28% in the Ruhr 

which was the main industrial area of Germany at 

the time

❖ On the other hand, the communists won 70% in 

some of the Ruhr towns

❖ But in the countryside, middle classes and working 

class outside of the big cities people were voting for 

the Nazis

APPEAL TO VOTERS CATEGORY (I)



THE COUNTRYSIDE

❖The Nazis first became popular in the countryside after 1923

❖The German economy recovered quickly after hyper-inflation but agricultural prices 

slumped

❖During hyper-inflation, the farmers did well and food prices had been very high in 1923

❖Farmers were unhappy they were suffering when other people were doing so well

❖These are the farmers that turned to the Nazis

APPEAL TO VOTERS CATEGORY (II)



THE MIDDLE CLASSES

❖Middle class people who worked for the government were very likely to vote for Hitler

❖This was because during Brüning had cut their wages by 23% and also raised their 

taxes

❖Middle class people that didn’t work for the government were also likely to vote for 

Hitler because they feared the communists who would destroy the middle class if they 

were to have a revolution to get into power

APPEAL TO VOTERS CATEGORY (III)



THE WORKING CLASS OUTSIDE THE BIG CITIES

❖Workers in the cities didn’t vote for the Nazis in huge numbers and where usually 

members of a trade union who continued to support socialists or the communists

❖But outside the big cities workers normally worked for small family firms

❖As they didn’t belong to any trade unions they were likely to vote for the Nazis

APPEAL TO VOTERS CATEGORY (IV)



THE NAZI

Why was Hitler able to come to power in 

1933 when he failed in 1923?

VICTORY

KEY ISSUE



PROPAGANDA

❖By 1932 Hitler was a nationally known politician whereas in 1923 he was only known in 

Bavaria

❖Hitler used posters and mass meetings to hammer home his message

❖He flew all over Germany to address meetings in all the major cities

❖In the spring of 1932 he stood for President against the 84year old war hero, 

Hindenburg

❖Hitler was defeated but gained 13million votes

❖He also had the whole of Germany listening to him as Hindenburg did not campaign

A VICTORY STRATEGY



WEALTHY BACKERS

❖Many powerful businessmen, such as the steel manufacturer Thyssen and the 

armaments manufacturer Krupp, were willing to lend their support to Hitler

❖Weimar Germany had seen a growth in the power of the trade unions and increase in 

the wages and better working conditions of the workers

❖With the Depression, businessmen wanted to cut wages and benefits

❖Hitler promised to destroy the trade unions and give businessmen a free hand

❖Thus, businessmen gave Hitler money as they believed they would be better off in a 

Germany led by Hitler

A STRATEGY FOR FUNDING



THE WEIMAR CONSTITUTION

❖The electoral system in Weimar Germany was proportional representation as so 

Germany was ruled by a ‘Grand Coalition’ of many parties for much of the Weimar 

period

❖When the socialists (SDP) left the government in 1930, the government was forced to 

rule by presidential decree

❖When President Hindenburg decided to stop this, the coalition needed a majority

❖Since the SDP refused to rejoin the Nazis offered the only alternative

❖Hindenburg didn’t really believe in democracy and so didn’t mind appointing Hitler as 

Chancellor

❖Therefore it could be argued that the system of proportional representation had helped 

Hitler come to power, especially as the Nazis were losing support at the time

DISMANTLING THE OLD TRAITOR



THE DEPRESSION

❖The Depression caused 6million to become unemployed, others also feared for their 

future and jobs, while even more feared communism

❖The other parties all seemed to have failed and because the Nazis had never been in 

government, they had never failed

❖Therefore, many people were willing to overlook the brutal SA to give the Nazis a try

❖They gained a very wide rage of people voting including the middle class, 

businessmen, workers and farmers

REVERSING THE EFFECTS OF VERSAILLES AND WEIMAR



SETTING UP A DICTATORSHIP

1. How did the Nazis secure their hold on power?

2. Was the Reichstag fire deliberately planned to help 

them win the election?

3. Why were the leaders of the SA killed in 1934?

HITLER- A NOTORIOUS EVIL

KEY ISSUES



ELECTIONS

❖Hitler was Chancellor of Germany and only had 2 Nazis in the government: Göring and 

Frick

❖Hitler called for elections hoping for 50% of the votes ➔ a majority

❖Göring was the Prussian Minister of the Interior, meaning he controlled ⅓ of 

Germany’s police

Ω This allowed for the SA to be mostly untouched while it attacked their opponents

❖The Reichstag Fire in February meant that Hitler was able to arrest and discredit the 

Communist Party (KPD)

❖However in the March Elections, despite the bullying and the banning of the KPD, the 

Nazis only won 44% of the vote

PROPOGANDIST -- RIGGING -- REMOVAL



NAZI OPPOSITION (I)

1. The Enabling Act

Ω 485MPs opposed the Nazis in the 

Reichstag with only the Nationalists 

(DNVP) to support them

Ω The Enabling Act was a ‘temporary’ 

act that allowed Hitler to make any 

law without the vote of the Reichstag

Ω It basically was the Reichstag voting 

itself out

2. Political Parties

Ω The KPD was the first to be banned

Ω In May the SPD was banned

Ω In July other parties, even those who helped Hitler 

get into power, was banned

Ω A Law Against the Formation of Parties was also 

passed

Ω Leaders of the parties were put into concentration 

camps

❖ The first one was opened at Dachau in March 

1933

❖ 150,000 KPD members would end up in camps, 

30,000 would die there

STRATEGIC REMOVAL -- A MOVEMENT TOWARDS A TOTALITARIAN 
STATE



NAZI OPPOSITION (II)

3. Trade Unions

Ω Trade unions were associated with 

Communism and thus seen as an 

enemy

Ω In May all trade unions were 

abolished

Ω Strikes were made illegal

4. Regional Government

Ω Germany, founded in 1871, was made up of 

Länder, or states

Ω Elected governors run the Länders

❖Many opposed Hitler

Ω In April 1933, Hitler replaced the elected 

governors with Reich governors →

appointed by Hitler

❖All were Nazis

STRATEGIC REMOVAL -- A MOVEMENT TOWARDS A TOTALITARIAN 
STATE



FÜHRER

❖Only President Hindenburg could sack and replace Hitler as Chancellor

Ω Hitler had full control of Germany

❖In July 1934 Hindenburg died

❖Hitler took over and combined President and Chancellor into Führer

❖On the 2nd of August, the German Army, the last remaining opposition, wore allegiance 

to Hitler as Führer, rather than Germany

❖Hitler called Germany the Third Reich, the third German Empire, which he promised 

would last 1,000 years at least → it lasted just 12

ADOLF HITLER AS THE SOLE LEADER



THE REICHSTAG FIRE

❖ The Reichstag was a symbol of democracy

❖ In March 1933 Reichstag elections were to be held

❖ On the evening of 27th February 1933 the Reichstag was burnt down

❖ The authorities believed it was Marinus van der Lubbe, a Dutch communist

Ω He was arrested at the Reichstag

Ω He was carrying matches and firelighters

Ω He even admitted he was guilty

❖ Hitler and Göring didn’t believe he acted alone but was part of a Communist plot

Ω This led to the KPD leaders being put into prison

❖ British newspapers also doubted he acted alone but didn’t say who were the accomplices

❖ There is some evidence to suggest it was the Nazis, Göring in particular

Ω The reason being to arrest the KPD and win the elections

❖ The truth is not known so it relies on the evidence you trust and don’t

THE END OF DEMOCRACY -- THE RISE OF THE TOTALITARIAN STATE



THE NIGHT OF THE LONG KNIVES (I)

❖In the early hours of the 30th of June 1934, Hitler entered a hotel in the Bavarian resort 

of Bad Wiessee, with heavily armed SS

❖In the hotel was important members of the SA who were arrested

Ω Including Ernst Röhm, the leader of the SA

❖They were taken to Munich and shot

❖Over the next few days other members were also arrested and shot

Ω Including Gregor Strasser

❖Up to 200 people were killed including non-Nazis

Ω Including former Chancellor Kurt von Schleicher

THE ANTI-SEMITIC APPROACH TAKES ROOT



THE NIGHT OF THE LONG KNIVES (II)

The SA

❖Public face of the Nazis

❖Beating up opposition

❖Holding large meetings and 

demonstrations

❖By 1934, there were 2million

❖Röhm was more socialist and expected 

wealth to be taken away from the rich

❖He also wanted to take over the army 

which was unpopular with the army

❖He also wanted the SA to be the focus 

of a National Socialist Germany

The SS

❖Founded in 1925 as Hitler’s personal 

bodyguards, they were technically part of 

the SA

❖Himmler wanted to be a separate 

organisation

❖Himmler told Hitler that Röhm planned to 

overthrow him on the evening of the 28th

of June

❖It was after this that the Night of the 

Long Knives took place

A MILITIA OF EVIL



THE NIGHT OF THE LONG KNIVES (III)

The Army

❖Dominated by men who had fought 

in the Kaiser’s army in WW1

❖They believed only Hitler would 

ignore the Treaty of Versailles and 

rearm

❖They would become a powerful and 

modern army under Hitler

❖They were frightened by the thought 

they might be taken over by the SA

Industrialists

❖Many industrialists supported Hitler

Ω Like Fritz Thyssen

❖They feared communism

❖They believed only Hitler would destroy 

communism

❖However, they thought the SA programme 

looked far too much like communism

Ω Like von Papen

ANTI-SEMITISM ON A NATIONAL SCALE



THE NIGHT OF THE LONG KNIVES (IV)

Hitler 
❖ Hitler was in power and he wanted to create 

Lebenraum in the east

❖ Therefore it was important to have the 

support of the army

❖ He also needed the support of the 

industrialists

Ω They would create wealth to pay for the 

army

Ω They would be able to make arms/ 

weapons

❖ Hitler only needed the SA to take part in 

huge parades and to impress the public

Göring
❖Hermann Göring was in charge of the 

arrests and assassinations in Berlin

❖He was a Nazi hero and was part of the 

Munich putsch

❖The removal of important Nazis like 

Röhm would make him more powerful

A TOTALITARIAN GENOCIDE



THE RESULT OF A TOTALITARIAN DICTATORSHIP
❖Many opponents were now dead, including:

Ω Röhm

Ω Gregor Strasser

Ω General von Schleicher

❖On the 20th June 1934 the SS was established as a separate organisation from the 

SA

❖A month later the army swore an oath promising to be loyal to Hitler rather than to 

Germany

❖Murder had now become a part of government action

Ω Hitler had wiped out 200 of his political opponents and no one stopped him

Ω Hindenburg backed him and so did the Reichstag

Ω Hitler justified his actions as he had acted as the “Supreme Judge of the 

German People”



ADOLF HITLER

The Hitler Myth

&

The Image of Hitler

THE FACTS BETWEEN THE MYTHS

KEY ISSUES



THE HITLER MYTH

The Führer

Foreign Policy

The Treaty of Versailles 
was broken

Success after success 
was won at little cost

Hitler seemed to have 
made Germany great 

again

The Police State

The Gestapo and SS 
arrested opponents of 

the Nazis

They were put in 
concentration camps 

and tortured

Terror kept people 
under control

Propaganda

Nazi ideas were 
presented in a few 

simple slogans

All opposing views were 
banned

Education

Young people joined 
Nazi Youth 

organisations

There they were taught 
Nazi ideas

Economy

Jobs were created by 
building motorways and 

public buildings

The army also was 
made much bigger, and 
there were more jobs in 

the arms industry

Hitler had promised to 
end unemployment and 

he kept his promise



THE IMAGE OF HITLER

❖ Hitler was presented as a near god-like leader

Ω An ordinary soldier who had risen to become the 

symbol of the nation and the creator of a new 

Germany

❖ There were five aspects that he seemed to deliver on 

as shown previously:

Ω Foreign policy

Ω The police state

Ω Propaganda

Ω Education

Ω Economy

❖ The fact that Hitler was not married was used to help 

build the myth

Ω A man who gave up personal happiness in the 

service of his country

Ω Eva Braun was kept hidden from the public

❖ Pictures of Hitler showed him as a hero

❖ He was a real leader, a man who devoted his life to 

the German people

❖ He was shown as a statesman who considered all the 

options and then always made the right decisions

❖ Hitler was also shown to be an ordinary person, a 

man of the people

Ω Playing with dogs or just reading the newspaper

Ω Laughing and relaxing

❖ Hitler also toured the country and the public got the 

chance to meet him

❖ These meetings were carefully staged to create the 

impression that Hitler was a powerful and special man



FOREIGN POLICY

What were Hitler’s foreign policy aims?

&

Why were the armed forces increased so rapidly?

HITLER’S APPROACH AND IDEA

KEY ISSUES



RE-ARMAMENT

❖His actions in foreign policy seemed to 

prove that he was a god-like figure who 

automatically made the right decisions

❖Time and time again he broke the 

Treaty of Versailles to create a Greater 

Germany

Ω Britain nor France stopped him

❖He achieved so much and at so little 

cost so it made him popular

❖ On the 14th October 1933 Germany left the 

League of Nations

Ω Germany would also stop paying 

reparations

❖ As soon as Hitler became Chancellor he put 

100,000s of unemployed men into the army

Ω In 1935, conscription was introduced 

Ω By 1939 the German army had also a 

million men

Ω The Luftwaffe was also created

Ω By 1939 it had over 8,000 aircraft 

HITLER DEFIES THE TREATY OF VERSAILLES



FOREIGN POLICY

The Rhineland

• In March 1936 Hitler ordered German 

troops into the Rhineland

• The army was not yet large enough to 

take on France

• German troops would have to retreat if 

the French army marched to meet them

• France was not willing to act without 

Britain’s support

• Britain refused to co-operate 

• Opting for appeasement

Austria
• President Wilson’s principle of self-

determination did not extent to those countries 

who were blamed for stating the war

• Hitler was born in Austria and wanted to unite 

the countries in an Anschluss

• He had tried to unite them in 1934 but had been 

stopped by Mussolini

• By 1938, Mussolini was a close of ally of 

Germany

• Only Britain and France could stop Hitler

• On the 12th of March German troops invaded 

Austria

• Britain and France did nothing

HITLER STEAMROLLS THE ALLIED FORCES



CZECHOSLOVAKIA

❖ The Sudetenland in Czechoslovakia contained 3million Germans

Ω Hitler believed that Britain and France would not stop him invading the Sudetenland after Austria

❖ In September 1938, Chamberlain and Hitler met at Bad Godesberg where Hitler demanded the Sudetenland

Ω War seemed likely

Ω France had a treaty with Czechoslovakia where France promised to defend Czechoslovakia

❖ The Czech army was almost as big as the German army and the Sudetenland contained strong defences

❖ Mussolini suggested that Italy, Germany, France and Britain should meet to prevent war

Ω The meeting took place in Munich

Ω The countries decided Hitler could have the Sudetenland

Ω Hitler promised not to take over any other countries

Ω The Czechs were not present

❖ Chamberlain returned to Britain claiming he had won ‘peace for out time’

❖ 6months later, Hitler took over the rest of Czechoslovakia

TOTALITARIANISM ON THE EXPANSIONIST AGENDA



KEY ISSUE

What were the powers of the police in 

Nazi Germany?

NAZI GERMANY -- A SWIFT PATH TO A MILITARY 
GOVERNED DICTATORSHIP

THE POLICE STATE



THE POLICE STATE (II)

❖Propaganda and the police state went hand in hand to get the German people to 

obey Hitler

Ω Through persuasion or fear

Ω If people wouldn’t accept Nazi ideas, they would be forced to

❖The police could be considered to do whatever they wanted

Ω They could decide what needed to be done ‘for the good of the country’

❖The rights of individual German citizen counted for very little

❖Hitler developed a number of organisation to enforce this terror

THE PROPOGANDIST MILITIA



THE SS

The SS (Schutzstaffel)
Set up in 1925 as part of the SA, and led by Himmler. In 1934, they destroyed 

the SA in the Night of the Long Knives. They were totally loyal to Hitler and were 
supposed to be perfect examples of Aryan men. The SS was divided into 3 main 

sections:

1. The SD or 
Sicherheitdienst

• The SD were 
responsible for state 
security

• This means they had 
to search out and 
deal with enemies of 
the Nazis

2. The Waffen SS

• These were units 
who fought alongside 
the army

3. The Death’s 
Head Units

• These took control of 
concentration camps

• Originally these had 
been in the hands of 
the SA

THE LEVELS OF EVIL



THE GESTAPO

❖The Gestapo or Geheime Staatspolizeri were the secret police

❖They first set up in 1933 by Göring when he was Prussian Minister of the Interior

Ω In 1936, they were given power in the whole of Germany

❖Like the SD their job was to search out opponents of the Nazis

Ω They could arrest anyone and send them to concentration camps without a trial

❖They used informers to uncover an attempts to organise oppositions

Ω By 1939, there were 162,000 Germans imprisoned without trial

❖In 1936, Himmler’s deputy, Heydrich became leader

Ω The Gestapo was in effect under SS control

HITLER’S SECRET POLICING SERVICE --
THE RUTHLESS MILITANTS



THE DEATH MARCH OF NAZI GERMANY

The Courts

❖The courts could not protect Germans 

from their police as the SD and Gestapo 

could imprison without trial

❖The judges were replaced with Nazi 

supporters

❖In 1934, Hitler set up the People’s Court

Ω This was to try ‘enemies of the state’

❖By 1939, it had sentenced over 500 

people to death and sent many others to 

concentration camps

The Concentration Camps

❖Concentration camps were prisons for 

‘enemies of the state’ aka Hitler

❖The first of these was at Dachau in 1933

❖They were supposedly to ‘correct’ 

opponents so that they were ‘re-

educated’ 

❖They were actually places of torture and 

death

❖During the war camps like Dachau 

became extermination camps

THE GREAT INFECTION VS THE FINAL SOLUTION



PROPAGANDA AND CENSORSHIP

How did the Nazis get their ideas across to the 

people?

&

In what ways did art help in this?

THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE SECRET STATE AGENDA

KEY ISSUES



THE GIFT OF THE GAB (I)

Trying to Gain Power
❖ Hitler used simple slogans to get his message 

across

❖ Hitler also had the benefit of the backing of 

Alfred Hugenburg

Ω Although a member of the DNVP, he 

supported Hitler after 1929

Ω He owned a number of newspapers and 

used these to spread Hitler’s message

❖ Hitler benefited from technological advances like 

microphones and loudspeakers

Ω He used this to speak to large crowds

❖ He also took advantage of aircraft, flying around 

Germany to spread his message

In Power
❖ Goebbels was Reich Minister of Public Enlightenment and 

Propaganda

❖ Goebbels therefore controlled all methods of 

communication with the public

Ω Radio, newspapers, cinema, books, etc.

❖ The DNB was the Nazi newspaper

Ω By 1939, Nazi publishing owned 67% of German 

newspapers

❖ Hitler made 50 radio speeches in his first year of being 

Chancellor

❖ By 1939, 70% of the population had radios

❖ Radios could not pick up on foreign stations so they could 

only listen to the Nazi views

❖ Cinema was also used but not as much so Hollywood-style 

musicals and epic films were ordered to be made as well

WORDS VS ACTION



THE GIFT OF THE GAB (II)

Trying to Gain Power In Power

WORDS VS ACTION



PROPAGANDA AND CENSORSHIP(I)

Image
❖ Image was vital

❖ People would believe Hitler was making Germany 

great if they could see it

❖ Marches and rallies at which the SA could show 

off were arranged

❖ Every year there was a rally held at Nuremberg

Ω The size of the rally would give the 

impression of greatness

❖ The Berlin Olympics of 1936

Ω A new stadium was built with new technology 

– film cameras and photo-electric timing

Ω It was seen as the most advanced nation

Ω It also won the most medals – ‘proving’ 

superiority of the German Race

Architecture
❖ In prison, Hitler had drawn a number of sketches for new 

buildings in Germany

❖ He put these into reality with his architect Albert Speer

Ω Borrowing styles of ancient Greece and Rome to 

display greatness of the new Germany with huge 

public buildings

❖ The centre of Munich became a shrine to the SA

Ω There was a temple to those who died in the 1923 

Munich putsch

❖ Hitler planned massive rebuilding of Berlin as its centre 

would be an Arch of Triumph

Ω twice as high as the Arc de Triomphe in Paris

Ω The arch would contain names of everyone of the 1.8 

million Germans who had died in WW1

CONTROLLING THE NATION ON EVERY LEVEL



PROPAGANDA AND CENSORSHIP (II)

Image Architecture

CONTROLLING THE NATION ON EVERY LEVEL



ART IN NAZI GERMANY

Art Before the Nazis
❖ Early 20th century was a period of great 

experimentation in art

❖ The camera allowed for exact replication so artists 

were faced with a real challenge

❖ Guillaume Apollinaire was an art critic and poet he 

said this about 20th century art:

❖ “The sounds made by a stream or the wind blowing 

through leaves in a tree may be very pleasant but a 

composer does not merely copy these, the 

composer takes sound and constructs something 

totally new which people enjoy listening to even 

more. Artists should do the same”

Art Under the Nazis
• People could not understand modern art as it 

abandoned all realism

• Many people hated modern art as they could not 
understand it

• The Nazis exploited this hatred calling it ‘degenerate 
art’ and blamed it on Jews

• Art was propaganda and showed things realistically

• Hard work was shown as heroic

• They highlighted their views about the Aryan race for 
example

• Many German artists decided to leave Germany

• In 1937, there was an exhibition of ‘degenerate’ art 
and German art

• 2million attended the ‘degenerate,’ 3 times more than 
the attendance of the German art, art but only to laugh 
at it

ART IN NAZI GERMANY A PROPOGANDIST TOOL



YOUNG PEOPLE IN NAZI GERMANY

How did the Nazis deal with young people?

A NEW GENERATION FOR A NEW TOTALITARIAN RULE

KEY ISSUES



YOUNG PEOPLE IN NAZI GERMANY(I)

Education

❖ Everyone had to attend Germany had to go to 

school up to the age of 14

❖ Schools separated genders and were taught 

so that they stressed Nazi beliefs

❖ History was taught so that children would 

believe that they were ‘stabbed in the back’

❖ Biology was taught about the importance of the 

Aryan race

❖Women were taught to be perfect mothers and 

housewives

The Hitler Youth

❖ They set up organisations to control life 

outside of schools

❖ Boys could join the Hitler Youth at 14 or the 

German Young People before 14

❖ In 1936, membership was compulsory

❖ Camping and hiking were popular activities 

❖ Activities were designed to make young 

people into good soldiers 

THE FUTURE OF THE NAZIS -- UNHINDERED



YOUNG PEOPLE IN NAZI GERMANY(II)

The BDM
❖ The Bund Deutsche Mädel was the girls’ version 

of the Hitler Youth

❖ It organised camping and hiking to make girls 
into fit and strong mothers

❖ It was designed to reinforce the role of the 
woman as housewife and mother

Ω But for village girls it gave them a sense of 
freedom and life outside of their sheltered life

❖ It allowed them to take part in activities that only 
boys did previously

Gangs
❖ By 1935 over 2.3million boys had joined the 

Hitler Youth and 1.5million girls were members of 
the BDM

❖ In the late 1930 gangs began to appear on street 
corners

Ω Mainly made up of 14-17year olds

Ω This was mainly because they had left school at 
14 and were not conscripted until 18

❖ It was a reaction against the organisation of the 
Nazis

❖ They played their own music, beat up Hitler 
Youth members, had mixed groups, etc.

❖ Some were even seen as political opponents like 
the Edelweiss Pirates

THE FUTURE OF THE NAZIS -- UNHINDERED



THE ECONOMY UNDER THE NAZIS

How did Hitler deal with the problem of 

unemployment?

&

Was Hitler able to make Germany economically 

self-sufficient?

THE ECONOMY OF A TOTALITARIAN STATE

KEY ISSUES



A CASE FOR UNEMPLOYMENT

❖ In the 1930s the economic depression through most of the world led to high unemployment

Ω It was one of the main reasons that the Nazis came to power

❖ In his election campaigns Hitler promised ‘bread and work’ for the German people

❖ Millions of ordinary people needed a job

Ω They would worship any leader to restore employment

❖ Hitler would portray himself as a hero who was rescuing the German people from a period of national 

humiliation

❖ Curing unemployment was a crucial building block in the Hitler Myth

❖ It was achieved by:

Ω Reparations

Ω Government spending

Ω Wage and price controls

Ω Rearmament



THE ISSUES OF UNEMPLOYMENT (I)

1. Reparations

❖ Hitler stopped paying reparations once 

he had come to power

❖ This money was now invested in the 

German economy and so create more 

jobs

2. Government Spending
❖ Germany used public work schemes like building the 

autobahn

Ω This created jobs

Ω Boosted industry and making it more efficient

❖ Other schemes were to build impressive buildings for 

the Olympics

❖ The Reich Labour Service was set up to provide jobs

Ω Sea walls to protect from flooding

Ω Draining marshes

❖ The government invested money into industry

Ω Volkswagen for example



THE ISSUES OF UNEMPLOYMENT (II)

3. Wage and Price Controls

❖ Hitler promised jobs but he also 

destroyed the power of the trade unions

❖Wages were then kept low

❖ This was a reward for the industrialists 

who supported Hitler

❖ It helped them to make big profits

❖ This made sure that industrialists would 

want Hitler in power

4. Rearmament

❖ Only significant after 1936

❖ From 1936, Hitler changed the aims of the 

economy

❖ Unemployment fell further by the drive for 

rearmament

❖ By 1936, the army had increased 9times to 

900,000 from 100,000



HITLER’S DRIVE FOR SELF-SUFFICIENCY

❖Bread and work were not Hitler’s only aims

❖He wanted to establish autarky to make Germany self-sufficient

❖Hitler wanted to stop Germany being dependant on imports, especially for raw 

materials

❖Hitler feared that Germany would not be able to depend on imported raw materials 

once war had begun

❖Hitler wanted to build up the armed forces which required huge amounts of raw 

materials

❖The army would have to invade the east and capture Lebensraum

❖This would add to the production of Germany’s raw materials

AUTARKY



AN ATTEMPT

The Economy under Schacht

❖ Appointed to Economics Minister in 1934

Ω He was not a Nazi

❖ He had been head of the Reichsbank and had played 

an important role in negotiating the Dawes and Young 

plans during the Weimar Republic

❖ He aimed to make trade deals with less developed 

countries who would be paid in manufactured goods

❖ Imports of cotton and wool were cut while imports of 

iron was increased

❖ Policies enabled Germany to pay for rearmament and 

encouraged the growth of industry

❖ They made Germany more dependent on imported 

raw materials, not less

❖ He resigned in 1937

The Economy under Göring

❖ Göring had set up a Four Year Plan for the economy

Ω It set much higher targets for rearmament

Ω It also moved closer to achieving autarky

❖ Experiments begun to try to make artificial 

replacements for raw materials

Ω The chemical company IG Farben were paid to 

try to extract oil from coal

Ω They also experimented to make an artificial 

rubber

❖ The experiments created jobs

❖ They did not reduce the number of imports

A CASE FOR AUTARKY



HITLER’S PLOY FOR DEVELOPMENT

❖Farmers were important supports of the Nazis in the late 1920s and early 1930s

❖Darre, the Food Minister, sought to reward the farmers and protect them from the 

effects of the Depression

❖He cut the taxes that farmers had to pay and ordered them to reduce the amount of 

land under cultivation

❖This cut food over-production and caused food prices to rise

❖This was good for the farmers

❖It also meant that more food had to be imported and so did not help to create 

autarky

AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT



WORKERS IN NAZI GERMANY

How did the Nazis treat working 

people?

A CASE FOR HITLER’S HUMAN CAPITAL

KEY ISSUE



REICH LABOUR SERVICE (I)

❖The Nazis had o provide jobs and improve living standards to win the support of 

workers

❖The Reich Labour Service was set up for all school leavers and unskilled workers

❖They carried out projects which required large numbers of unskilled workers

Ω E.g. Draining marshes



THE GERMAN LABOUR FRONT (II) 

• It would replace trade unions which had been 

associated with socialists and communists

• The Nazis wanted people to return to the spirit of 

WW1, when everyone had been prepared to sacrifice 

themselves for the good of the country

• It had complete control of all industrial works

Ω It set levels of pay and the hours of work

Ω It contained representatives of employers and workers

Ω It could only recommend higher wages or better 

working conditions – it didn’t have to be acted upon

Ω At first the representatives were elected but opponents 

were being elected so the elections were stopped

❖ Unemployment fell so workers looked for better 

working conditions

Ω But the employers did not want to pay the extra money

❖ They workers had to pay to belong to the Nazi 

organisations

Ω Contributions were higher than they used to pay to be 

in a trade union

Ω Thus , they expected some benefits

❖ Two organisations were set up to achieve this:

Ω The Schönheit der Arbeit (SdA)

Ω The Kraft durch Freude (KdF)



LABOUR DIVISIONS WITHIN THE GERMAN

LABOUR FORCE

Schönheit der Arbeit (SdA)
❖ The SdA or ‘Beauty of Labour’ was a branch of the 

German Labour Front

❖ It was there to improve the safety of the machinery 

or reducing the noise levels in factories

❖ By 1939, the average person worked a 49-hour 

week

❖ By 1945, the needs of the war meant that this 

increased to 60 hours

❖ Wages didn’t increase at the same rate

❖ Volkgemeinschaft had its price

Karft durch Freude (KdF)
❖ KdF or ‘Strength through Joy’ was another branch of 

the German Labour Front

❖ It was set up to provide workers with activities when 

they were not working

❖ German worker were going to have to work much 

harder so the KdF was there to reward them

❖ Those who worked hardest could win a cruise on a 

KdF ship

Ω Very few workers managed this

❖ KdF led to the Volkswagen

Ω But few Germans received a car of their own

TWO DIFFERENT LABOUR CHOICES



A CASE FOR WOMEN IN NAZI GERMANY

How did Nazi rule affect the life of 

women?

“DIFFERENT - NOT INFERIOR”

KEY ISSUE



A CASE OF THE “(IM)MORAL CHAUVINIST”

❖ Nazis believed women should stay at home

❖ Their role was to have children and look after their husbands

Ω Girls were taught this in school

Ω They were also told not to smoke or diet

Ω It was felt that smoking and dieting could affect their ability to have healthy children

❖ Professional women were forced to give up their jobs and return to the home

❖ The Nazis felt that since women had a special role in bringing up young children it was suitable for them to 

teach young children in schools

❖ Propaganda showed a family to be the centre of life in Germany while women were the centre of the family

❖ Slogans included:

Ω ‘Different – not inferior’

Ω ‘Children, Church, Chicken’

THE GLASS CEILING WITHIN NAZI GERMANY



WOMEN AND CHILDREN

❖ Producing children were vital for the Nazi

Ω They would be the first generation who would grow up in 

a Nazi world

Ω They would accept Nazi beliefs easily, firmly 

establishing Nazi rule

❖ In 1933/1934, the birth rate had fallen from 2million to 

less than a million births per year

Ω WW1 had led to a shortage of men

➢ 1.8million German women were unmarried

❖ Marriage loans of 600marks were given to women 

who gave up work in order to get married

Ω These loans didn’t have to be paid back if the woman 

had at least 4 children

• Women were awarded an Honour Cross for having 

children

Ω Gold for having 8children

Ω It was awarded on the 12th of August

➢ Hitler’s mother’s birthday

Ω In 1939, 3million women had an Honour Cross

• The birth rate rose from 970,000 in 1933 to 1,413,000 

in 1939

Ω Anti-abortion laws were established and contraceptives 

were hard to get

• Jews could not have marriage loans

• Women thought to have hereditary disease could be 

sterilised

Ω By 1945, over 300,000 men and women had been 

sterilised

A DISTASTEFUL VIEW OF ROLES FOR WOMEN AND CHILDREN



TOTALITARIAN POLICIES FOR A MILITIA STATE

❖By 1939, the economy was set up for war

❖Large numbers of workers were needed and unemployment was not a problem 

anymore

❖Many men were needed to fight so women had to take on the role of wage earner 

and mother

❖Nazis never did introduce conscription for women

❖The BDM was set up to educate girls into the Nazi way of thinking but gave them a 

taste of freedom

❖The KdF also offered ordinary German families new opportunities

❖Radio, which the Nazis encouraged people to buy, had a similar effect as people 

became more aware of life outside their own town/ village

THE EFFECT OF NAZI POLICIES



THE NAZIS STRUGGLE WITH THE CHURCHES

How did the Nazis deal with 

Christianity 

IDEOLOGICAL WARFARE AND THE FAITH

KEY ISSUE



THE PASSAGE LEADING UP TO THE NAZI STRUGGLE 

WITH THE CHURCHES
The German Churches

❖Most Germans were Christians in 1933

❖ They belonged to either the Catholic Church 

or the Protestant churches

❖ The Catholic Church has the Pope as head of 

the church and was based in Rome

❖ It was very strong in southern Germany

Ω Especially in the Nazis’ home state of 

Bavaria

❖ The Protestant churches had no single head

❖ Both supported the Nazis openly in the 

beginning

❖ In 1933 the Concordat was signed to say the 

Catholic Church would be left alone and it 

would stay out of politics

Why did the Churches Support the Nazis?

• There are 3 reasons why the Christian churches 

supported the violent organisation:

1. To many Christians, Weimar Germany 

seemed to be a very immoral country. By 

contrast the Nazis supported the family and 

old-fashioned moral standards

2. Hitler tried to win over Christians by 

expressing his support for the church in his 

speeches

3. Most important of all was the Nazis’ 

opposition to communism who would want to 

destroy Christianity. The church feared 

communism and so the Nazis seemed like 

the only alternative



THE GROWING STRUGGLE (I)

Catholic
❖ They had a youth organisation that many Catholics 

preferred to send their children to rather than the 
Hitler Youth

Ω In 1937 the Catholic Youth was made illegal

❖ The Church also ran a large number of schools which 
were not subjected to the level of propaganda seen in 
state schools

Ω Christian symbols were forced out at first

Ω Later, schools were out of the Church’s control

Ω Many teachers and parents opposed this

Ω In 1937, the Pope protested to Hitler

❖ ⅓ of all Catholic priests were punished by the Nazis

Ω 400 were in the special book at Dachau concentration 
camp

Protestant
❖ Protestants were divided

Ω Many supported the Nazis

➢ E.g. Bishop Meier

Ω Others opposed the Nazis

➢ E.g. The Confessing Church

❖ Pastor Martin Niemöller was arrested

Ω He spent 7years in Sachsenhausen and Dachau 
concentration camp

❖ Dietrich Bonhoeffer tried to organise a resistance group

Ω He was in contact with the Allies

Ω In 1943 he was imprisoned

Ω In 1945 he was murdered by the Gestapo

THE STEADY DIVISION BETWEEN IDEOLOGY AND FAITH



THE GROWING STRUGGLE (II)

Catholic

❖ Church was packed out on Sundays

Ω Leaders were applauded when they 

appeared in public

❖ They did not publicly oppose the Nazi 

government

Ω It would have led to severe punishment

Ω The leaders did not protest about the attacks 

on the Jews on Kristallnacht

❖ In 1941 Cardinal Galen openly criticised the 

Nazis for the killing of mentally ill people

Ω He ended the war in Sachsenhausen 

Concentration Camp

Protestant

❖The Gestapo noted everything that was 

said or written by the church

Ω They had a choice to be silent or to 

be made silent

❖Most supported Hitler but complained 

about local Nazis

❖The Hitler Myth worked as it was seen 

that his supporters, not him personally, 

was attacking the churches

THE STEADY DIVISION BETWEEN IDEOLOGY AND FAITH



BLENDING FAITH AND IDEOLOGICAL BELIEFS

❖The Nazis set up their own Christian church so that they could gain control of 

Christianity

❖Some Protestants did support the new church

Ω But overall it was not a great success

❖A further attempt to remove the influence of the Christian churches was the Faith 

Movement

❖The Nazis set up a pagan religion

Ω This fitted in well with many Nazi ideas

❖In stressing that the Aryan race was superior, they used Nordic myths to appeal to 

feelings of past greatness

Ω These myths are pagan

NAZISM AS A RELIGION



THE TREATMENT OF THE JEWS

How did the Nazis treat the Jews?

&

What was the ‘Final Solution’ and why did 

the Nazis want to carry it out?

THE CASE OF GENOCIDE

KEY ISSUES



JEWS WITHIN GERMANY -- A CASE OF INHUMANE TREATMENT
❖ Nazis were not the first to have anti-Semitic views 

but they took it to a new level

❖ They blamed the Jews for all of Germany’s 

problems because they were an easy target

❖ In 1933 Jews were just 1% of the German 

population

Ω They made up 16% of all layers

Ω They made up 10% of all doctors

Ω Germans were jealous of their success and 

suspicious of their religion

❖ In March 1933 Hitler ordered the SA to turn 

customers away from Jews shops

Ω They also smashed windows of Jewish shops

Ω People were ordered to stop using Jewish layers

Ω Jewish doctors and nurses were only allowed to 

attend to the Jews

❖ In 1935 the Nuremberg Laws were passed

Ω It made it illegal for Jews to marry non-Jews or to have 

sex with them

Ω Jews were deprived of German citizenship → losing the 

right to vote

❖ Jews were defined as anyone who had at least one 

Jewish grandparent

❖ In schools children were taught to hate the Jews

❖ Between 1933 and 1938, 30% of all Jews emigrated 

from Germany

❖ Between 1933 and 1939 the Nazis treated the Jews as 

untermansch aka second class citizens



KRISTALLNACHT

❖In 1938 a German diplomat in Paris was shot dead by Herschel Grynszpan

Ω He heard 17,000 Jews, including his own family, had been deported from 

Germany

Ω They were left stranded on the border with Poland when the Poles refused to 

accept them

❖German response to the murder was to launch an attack on Jews and Jewish 

property on the night of the 9th of November

❖This was known as the Night of Broken Glass or Kristallnacht

❖7,500 Jewish businesses were destroyed

❖Over 30,000 Jews were sent to concentration camps

THE NIGHT OF THE LONG KNIVES



“THE FINAL SOLUTION”

What is the ‘Final Solution?’

❖ As the Nazis gained more land they also gained more 
Jews

Ω By conquering Poland they then had another 3million 
Jews

❖ All Jews in Nazi control were to be exterminated

❖ Between 1943 and 1945 6million Jews died in the 
Holocaust under the work of the SS

❖ At first the Jews were rounded up and shot

❖ Then gas chambers were built to kill 2,000 Jews at a 
time

Ω Their bodies were burnt

Ω They were taken to extermination camps by train

Ω They would be split into two groups:

➢ The young and fit to be put to work

➢ The others for the gas chambers

❖ They worked to death in the labour camps

Why did the Nazis carry out the 

Final Solution?
❖ There is no exact answer, nobody knows

❖ Hitler was obsessed with hatred for the Jews

Ω Blaming them for the defeat in WW1

Ω But he didn’t want to exterminate them until 1941

Ω He also kept a Jewish doctor who looked after his mother safe 
from harm

❖ He may have waited because he now had many more Jews 
under his control

❖ However some sources believe that it was an initial idea he 
could now implement

❖ There are sources to suggest it was a twisted road to 
Auschwitz too

THE ENACTING OF MASS GENOCIDE



WAS THIS THE END OF ANTI-SEMITISM?

❖It is not unique to the Nazis

Ω It still exists today

➢Even in Germany

❖At the end of the 20th Century the SS guards who watched over the Jewish slave 

labourers at Auschwitz receive a pension from the German government

❖When the war ended some of the German Jews in Auschwitz’s slave labour camp 

were still alive

Ω They don’t get a pension

❖The German government says that this is because none of them paid any insurance 

contributions during the war



TREATMENT OF THE MINORITIES

Why were minority groups targeted 

by the Nazis?

THE NAZI TAKE ON ANYONE OF NON-ARYAN DESCENT; 
CHARACTER OR HOLISTIC RESEMBLANCE

KEY ISSUE



THE NAZI VIEW ON: GYPSIES
❖ The gypsies were unpopular with many Germans before Hitler come to power

Ω The Nazis took this to new levels

❖ They targeted them for two reasons

Ω They were ‘aliens/’ they were not part of the superior Aryan race

Ω They were ‘asocial.’ They did not settle in an area and did not have regular jobs. This meant they could not 

be part of the Volkgenmeinschaft

❖ In 1935 were classified as ‘aliens’ and were subject to the Nuremberg Laws

❖ In October 1939 all gypsies were ordered to be sent to concentration camps in Poland

❖ In 1940 2,500 gypsies were deported

❖ In 1942 all gypsies were taken to a special gypsy camp in Poland

❖ They were not put into gas chambers

❖ However 20,00 of them were sent to Auschwitz

Ω In 1944 the Russian army was advancing towards the camp

Ω The SS shot all the gypsies before leaving

❖ In total it is believed that the Nazis murdered 200,000 to 1million of Europe’s gypsies



THE NAZI VIEW ON

Vagrants

❖ Various group made up vagrants

Ω Beggars

Ω Men moving from town to town looking 

for work

Ω Young people who had left home

❖ The Nazi solution was to force them to work

❖ In 1938 the SS reported they had gathered 

up more than 10,000 vagrants

❖ They were put into concentration camps to 

be ‘educated’ in how to work

Black People
❖ There were few black people in Germany but were 

subject to the Nuremburg Laws

❖ Germans were not allowed to marry them

❖ They were treated similar to the gypsies

❖ Black American music was popular in the 20’s 

which the Nazis thought was ‘degenerate’ and un-

German

❖ They sterilised any children born to German 

women by black soldiers who had been stationed 

in the Rhineland after WW1

❖ Jesse Owens, a black American, won 4 gold 

medals at the Berlin Olympics in 1936

Ω Hitler was said to be furious



THE NAZI VIEW ON

Mentally ill
❖ The Nazis considered mental illness to be 

hereditary and so incurable

❖ They sterilised people they considered 

mentally ill

❖ By 1945 they had sterilised up to 300,000 

people

❖ By the time the war started they believed that 

the mentally ill should be killed

❖ The ‘Public Ambulance Service Ltd’ was set 

up

Ω By August 1941 it had murdered 70,000 

mentally ill people

Homosexuals

❖ The Weimar Republic had allowed homosexuals 

more freedom

❖ The Nazis made homosexuality illegal

Ω Even though some of the leading Nazis were 

even homosexuals like Röhm

❖ The role of adults was to produce babies –

homosexuals wouldn’t fulfil this

❖ In 1943, Himmler ordered the death penalty for all 

homosexuals found in the SS and police



OPPOSITION TO THE NAZIS

Who opposed the Nazis? 

&

How effective was this opposition?

THE OPPOSITION MOVEMENTS WITHIN NAZI GERMANY

KEY ISSUES



POLITICAL OPPOSITION WITHIN NAZI GERMANY

❖ For most of the 1930s Hitler was very popular and so 

there was no question of opposing Hitler and the 

Nazis

❖ The Gestapo dealt ruthlessly with those who tried to 

oppose the Nazis

Ω The other political parties were banned

Ω It became hard to organise opposition

Ω Opposition was therefore made of a minority of people

❖ Opposition increased during WW2

Ω Increasing casualties and food shortages made life 

difficult

Ω Most people concentrated on staying alive and finding 

food

❖ However, there may have been almost 50 attempts to 

assassinate Hitler

❖ In 1933 all opposition political parties were 

banned

Ω The main opposition was the communists 

and socialists

❖ They were forced to work secretly

Ω They were no match for the Gestapo

❖ The two parties did not work together which 

made them weaker

❖ Thousands of their members ended up in the 

concentration camps

Ω Many of them suffered terrible torture



OPPOSITION FROM YOUNG PEOPLE WITHIN NAZI

GERMANY

The Edelweiss Pirates
❖ Gangs of young people developed in the 1930s

❖ The Edelweiss Pirates included groups such as:

Ω The Travelling Dudes from Essen

Ω The Kittelbach Pirates from Dusseldorf

Ω The Navajos from Cologne

❖ Initially they protested against the lack of freedom

❖ They carried out small acts of resistance like beating 
up the Hitler Youth and writing anti-Nazi slogans on 
walls

Ω Some went as far as posting Allied propaganda

Ω Offering shelter for deserters

Ω In 1944 they even attacked the chief of the Gestapo in 
Cologne

❖ On the 7th of December the Gestapo arrested 407 
members

Ω On the 12th of November they were executed

White Rose
❖ They were based among students at Munich University

❖ The leaders were Professor Kurt Huber and students Hans 
and Sophie School

❖ They were arrested by the Gestapo

❖ They were tortured and then executed

❖ Sophie School had her leg broken during her 
‘interrogation’ and had to limp in agony to the scaffold to 
be hanged



THE ARMY OPPOSES NAZI GERMANY

❖ Unlike most opponents, army senior officials came 

into contact with Hitler

❖ In 1938 Lt-Col Beck resigned as Chief of Staff of the 

German armed forces

Ω He did not believe that war over the Sudetenland 

was justified

❖ His successor, General Halder, plotted to overthrow 

Hitler

Ω The plan was that when the German army was 

ordered to invade the Sudetenland it would 

capture Hitler instead

Ω The plan never happened

➢ Chamberlain gave the Sudetenland to 

Germany so there would be no war

❖ In 1944 a group of army officials attempted to assassinate Hitler

Ω Beck was involved

➢ He would become the new President of Germany

Ω The leader of the plat was Count von Stauffenberg

Ω On the 20th of July 1944 he was at a meeting with Hitler at 

Hitler’s HQ, the Wolf’s Lair

❖ This was by Tannenberg where the Germans had 

mashed the Russian army in WW1

Ω The bomb was in Stauggenberg’s briefcase

➢ He placed it under the table by Hitler but it was moved

Ω Before the bomb went off he left the room

Ω 4 people were killed but Hitler didn’t even get seriously injured

Ω Stauffenberg was executed and Beck shot himself

Ω Originally an army captain was going to bring the bomb to the 

Wolf’s Lair, strapped to his body. Unaware, the army ordered 

him back to the front. He had to carry the explosives around 

with him for a year before he got the chance to throw them in a 

lake



TOTAL WAR AND THE FALL OF THE THIRD REICH

What was the effect of the Second World War on Germany?

Did Germany’s defeat signal the end of the Third Reich?

How did Hitler die?

CRIPPLING OPPOSITION TO NAZI GERMANY

KEY ISSUES



ON THE HOME FRONT

❖ At first the war had little effect on the German public

Ω Blitzkrieg brought quick victories and little suffering to 

the public

Ω There were no food shortages and each victory brought 

new supplies of raw materials

❖ The RAF launched huge bombing raids on German cities

Ω A single raid on Cologne in 1942 killed 40,000 Germans

❖ By the end of the war over 3.5million German civilians had 

died

❖ The Allies were trying to bomb Germany to destruction

Ω The centres of German cities became ruined shells

Ω The Allies hoped this would destroy industrial production 

and morale

❖ The Nazis introduced rationing at the start of the war

Ω At first they were allowed more food than in WW1

Ω As the defeats built up food became in shorter supplies

Ω In 1942 food rations were reduced

❖ Civilians were forced to work much longer hours

Ω A 60-hour week was introduced

Ω This was no full-scale change to a war economy

❖ Conscription was not introduced for women

❖ Consumer goods were still produced to keep up morale

❖ Between 1942 and 1944 Speer, Hitler’s architect, was in 

control of the economy

Ω He closed down small firms and moved workers to 

bigger and  more efficient factories

❖ In 1941 Hitler launched Operation Barbarossa

Ω Despite early victories, the Russians were able to 

drive the Germans back

Ω From 1944 onwards cities became full of refugees 

as people fled from the advancing Red Army



THE FALL OF THE THIRD REICH AND THE 

DEATH OF HITLER
❖ Hitler promised that the Third Reich would last 

1,000 years but it only lasted 12

❖ Hitler stayed in Berlin directing the German war 

effort from his bunker underneath the Reich 

Chancellery building

❖ On the 22nd of April the Red Army entered Berlin

❖ By the 7th of May Germany had surrendered

❖ On the 1st of May German radio announced that 

Hitler had died leading his troops against the Red 

Army

❖ In November 1945, British intelligence officer, 

Major Hugh Trevor-Roper, reported that Hitler had 

shot himself on the 30th of April

Ω The day before he had married Eva Braun

Ω She had committed suicide by taking cyanide

Ω Their bodies had been burnt

❖ Many people did not believe his conclusion

Ω He was unable to interview any one who had been with 

him in the final days because they were either missing or 

dead

Ω There was also no sign of Hitler’s body

❖ There were rumours that all the leading Nazis had 

managed to escape from Berlin

❖ In 1946 evidence emerged to support Trevor-Roper

Ω Wilhelm Zander, an SS officer, was still alive in Germany

Ω He had been with Hitler until the 29th of April

Ω He had documents of Hitler and Eva’s marriage

Ω He also had Hitler’s will which stated that he and his new 

wife indented to kill themselves

Ω Hitler also stated that Goebbels would be the Chancellor 

of Germany but Goebbels stated he would die with Hitler



HITLER’S BODY

❖ In 1968 the Russians revealed that they had launched an 
investigation in 1945

Ω Their troops had captured Berlin and entered the bunker

❖ They revealed that they had found 160bodies in and 
around the Chancellery

❖ 4 of them had been burnt

Ω These were identified as belonging to Hitler, Eva Braun, 
Goebbels and his wife, Magda

Ω Inside the bunker was the bodies of Goebbels 6young 
children

Ω They also found the body of Hitler’s double

Ω All had died from cyanide poisoning

❖ This suggests that Hitler hadn’t shot himself but had 
poisoned himself

Ω An autopsy on his body found splinters of glass from a 
cyanide capsule in his mouth

❖ In August 1991 communist rule was over and the files of the 
Russian Secret Services gradually came to light

❖ One was part of a skull which was supposed to be Hitler’s

❖ There was evidence of a 2nd investigation in 1946

Ω This had found the skull fragment in the shell crater where 
Hitler’s body was found a year before

➢ It showed a gunshot wound

❖ The files also revealed that Hitler’s and Goebbel’s family had 
been buried in the grounds of the Smersh HQ (Russian 
Counter-Intelligence) in East Germany

❖ However, the bodies had been dug up and destroyed in 1970 
when the building was handed over to the Eat Germans

❖ The Russians didn’t want the bodies accidentally discovered

❖ They might become a shrine for future worshippers of Hitler

❖ Despite all the terrible evidence, the ideas of Hitler still attract 
some people today all 


