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The SIX Skills of Reading Comprehension1

• Decoding

• Fluency

• Vocabulary

• Sentence Construction and Cohesion

• Reasoning and Background Knowledge

• Working Memory and Attention

• https://www.understood.org/en/learning-thinking-differences/child-learning-disabilities/reading-issues/6-essential-skills-needed-for-reading-comprehension

https://www.understood.org/en/learning-thinking-differences/child-learning-disabilities/reading-issues/6-essential-skills-needed-for-reading-comprehension


Decoding

• Decoding is a vital step in the reading process. Kids use this skill to sound out 
words they’ve heard before but haven’t seen written out. The ability to do that is the 
foundation for other reading skills.

• Decoding relies on an early language skill called phonemic awareness. (This skill is 
part of an even broader skill called phonological awareness.) Phonemic awareness 
lets kids hear individual sounds in words (known as phonemes). It also allows them 
to “play” with sounds at the word and syllable level.

• Decoding also relies on connecting individual sounds to letters. For instance, to read 
the word sun, kids must know that the letter s makes the /s/ sound. Grasping the 
connection between a letter (or group of letters) and the sounds they typically make 
is an important step toward “sounding out” words.



Decoding

• What can help: Most kids pick up the broad skill of phonological 

awareness naturally, by being exposed to books, songs, and rhymes. But 

some kids don’t. In fact, one of the early signs of reading difficulties is trouble 

with rhyming, counting syllables, or identifying the first sound in a word.

• The best way to help kids with these skills is through specific instruction and 

practice. Kids have to be taught how to identify and work with sounds. You 

can also build phonological awareness at home through activities like 

word games and reading to your child.



Fluency

• To read fluently, kids need to instantly recognize words, including ones they 
can’t sound out. Fluency speeds up the rate at which they can read and 
understand text. It’s also important when kids encounter irregular words, 
like of and the, which can’t be sounded out.

• Sounding out or decoding every word can take a lot of effort. Word 
recognition is the ability to recognize whole words instantly by sight, without 
sounding them out.

• When kids can read quickly and without making too many errors, they are 
“fluent” readers.



Fluency

• Fluent readers read smoothly at a good pace. They group words together to help with 
meaning, and they use the proper tone in their voice when reading aloud. Reading 
fluency is essential for good reading comprehension.

• What can help: Word recognition can be a big obstacle for struggling readers. Average 
readers need to see a word four to 14 times before it becomes a “ sight word” they 
automatically recognize. Kids with dyslexia, for instance, may need to see it up to 40 
times.

• Lots of kids struggle with reading fluency. As with other reading skills, kids need lots of 
specific instruction and practice to improve word recognition.

• The main way to help build this skill is through practice reading books. It’s important 
to pick out books that are at the right level of difficulty for kids.



Sentence Construction and Cohesion

• Understanding how sentences are built might seem like a writing skill. So might 
connecting ideas within and between sentences, which is called cohesion. But these 
skills are important for reading comprehension as well.

• Knowing how ideas link up at the sentence level helps kids get meaning from 
passages and entire texts. It also leads to something called coherence, or the ability 
to connect ideas to other ideas in an overall piece of writing.

• What can help: Explicit instruction can teach kids the basics of sentence 
construction. For example, teachers can work with students on connecting two or 
more thoughts, through both writing and reading.



Reasoning and Background Knowledge

• Most readers relate what they’ve read to what they know. So it’s important for kids to have 
background or prior knowledge about the world when they read. They also need to be able to “read 
between the lines” and pull out meaning even when it’s not literally spelled out.

• Take this example: A child is reading a story about a poor family in the 1930s. Having knowledge 
about the Great Depression can provide insight into what’s happening in the story. The child can 
use that background knowledge to make inferences and draw conclusions.

• What can help: Your child can build knowledge through reading, conversations, movies and TV 
shows, and art. Life experience and hands-on activities also build knowledge.

• Expose your child to as much as possible, and talk about what you’ve learned from experiences 
you’ve had together and separately. Help your child make connections between new knowledge 
and existing knowledge. And ask open-ended questions that require thinking and explanations.

• You can also read a teacher tip on using animated videos to help your child make inferences.



Working Memory and Attention

• These two skills are both part of a group of abilities known as executive function. They’re different but closely 
related.

• When kids read, attention allows them to take in information from the text. Working memory allows them to hold 
on to that information and use it to gain meaning and build knowledge from what they’re reading.

• The ability to self-monitor while reading is also tied to that. Kids need to be able to recognize when they don’t 
understand something. Then they need to stop, go back, and re-read to clear up any confusion they may have.

• What can help: There are many ways you can help improve your child’s working memory. Skillbuilders don’t 
have to feel like work, either. There are a number of games and everyday activities that can build working 
memory without kids even knowing it.

• To help increase your child’s attention, look for reading material that’s interesting or motivating. For example, 
some kids may like graphic novels. Encourage your child to stop and re-read when something isn’t clear. And 
demonstrate how you “think aloud” when you read to make sure what you’re reading makes sense.



Your Main Takeaway Points

• Key Takeaways

• Decoding, fluency, and vocabulary skills are key to reading comprehension.

• Being able to connect ideas within and between sentences helps kids 
understand the whole text.

• Reading aloud and talking about experiences can help kids build reading 
skills.













Visual Literacy







WHAT IS A VISUAL TEXT?

• The basic definition of visual literacy is the ability to read, write and 

create visual images. Both static and moving. It is a concept that 

relates to art and design but it also has much wider applications. 

Visual literacy is about language, communication and interaction. 

Visual media is a linguistic tool with which we communicate, exchange 

ideas and navigate our highly visual digital world.



WHY IS VISUAL LITERACY 

IMPORTANT?

• Much of the information that comes at our students is a combination of 

both written text and images. It is essential that our students are fully 

equipped to process that information in all its forms.

• Considering how visually orientated we are as humans, it is no 

surprise that images have such a powerful impact on us. 



Research shows that there are a wide range of 

benefits derived from improved visual literacy 

including:

• Visual Information is More Memorable

• One of the most effective ways to encourage information to make that important 
jump from the limited short-term memory to the more powerful long-term memory is 
to pair text with images. Studies show that we retain approximately 10-20% of written 
or spoken information, but around 65% of information when it is presented visually.

• Visual Information is Transferred Faster

• Information presented visually is processed extremely quickly by the brain. The brain 
is even being able to see images that appear for a mere 13 milliseconds. Around 
90% of the information transmitted to the brain is visual in nature.



Research shows that there are a wide range of 

benefits derived from improved visual literacy 

including:

• Helps Students Communicate with the World Around Them

• Traditionally, we think teaching literacy as the two way street of reading and writing. We 
can think of visual literacy as involving the similar processes of interpreting images and 
creating images. In a fast-moving world, with ever-increasing diagnosis of attention 
deficit disorders, we increasingly rely on images to quickly convey meaning.

• Enriches Understanding

• While images can be used in isolation, they often accompany text or audio. Images can 
greatly enrich the students’ understanding of a text or other media, but to be able to 
interact with these deeper levels of meaning, students must possess the necessary skills 
to access those depths.



Research shows that there are a wide range of 

benefits derived from improved visual literacy 

including:

• Increases Enjoyment

• Not only does increased visual literacy enrich the understanding of our students of the media they 
consume, but it can also enrich their enjoyment too - especially of visual art. If you have taken 
younger students to an art gallery you may have heard protests of ‘This is boring!’

• However, when students have a deeper understanding of the ‘meaning’ behind the art pieces, or 
are familiar with the context around the art, insights into the lives of the artists, or experienced with 
some of the techniques that produced the pieces, students often derive greater pleasure from their 
visit.

• The same is true of their engagement in terms of visual literacy. As informed readers of images in a 
range of modalities, students are opened up to an exciting dimension of shape, color and texture 
and more.



Research shows that there are a wide range of 

benefits derived from improved visual literacy 
including:

• Creates More Educated Image Readers

• In an era of fake news and ceaseless advertising, a responsible approach to the duty of educating our students 
must involve encouraging them to become informed viewers of the world around them, including the media they 
engage with. Through the teaching of visual literacy we can help students understand the different ways the 
images they consume can be used to manipulate their emotions and persuade them to act in a given way.

• Supports EAL Learners

• The use of images in the classroom can be of great benefit to students who come from non English-speaking 
backgrounds. As these students travel on their road to fluency in English, images can provide an effective bridge 
in that learning process. While the use of images in the forms of flashcards, writing frames etc for the purposes of 
teaching EAL learners may be obvious, the creation of images by the students themselves can also be a great 
way to assess their understanding of more abstract concepts and vocabulary.



WHAT FORMS OF VISUAL TEXT ARE 

USED IN THE CLASSROOM?

• Students are exposed to a vast array of visual media. When we hear the jazzy term ‘visual text’ we 
may immediately think of its expression in the digital age, but the roots of visual texts stretch deep 
into our history; all the way back to our beginnings. Think of the cave paintings in Lascaux!

• However, today there are so many more forms of visual text to consider. From cave walls to 
computer screens and all points in between, students are exposed to billboards, photographs, TV, 
video, maps, memes, digital stories, video games, timelines, signs, political cartoons, posters, 
flyers, newspapers, magazines, Facebook, Instagram, movies, DVDs, and cell phones wallpaper -
to name but twenty! All these can serve as the jumping off point for a lesson on visual literacy.

• The digital age has opened the floodgate on images spilling into our consciousness and 
unconsciousness alike. The implications for visual literacy stretches far beyond the limits of the 
English classroom into all areas of our lives. From the math student interpreting graphs to the music 
student following musical notation, or the geography student poring over Google Earth. For a 
multitude of purposes, in an array of modalities, visual literacy is ever more important.



WHAT FORMS OF VISUAL TEXT ARE 

USED IN THE CLASSROOM?

• VISUAL LITERACY CLUES: WHAT ARE THEY AND HOW DO WE READ THEM?

• “Visual Literacy is the ability to construct meaning from images. It’s not a skill. It uses skills as a toolbox. It’s a form of critical 
thinking that enhances your intellectual capacity.”

• Brian Kennedy

• Director, Toledo Museum of Art

• If visual literacy is about decoding meaning from images of various kinds, we need to teach our students how to set about this 
intimidating task - just as we do when we teach them how to approach a written text. Regardless of the nature of the image, this
process follows three general steps:

• 1. What Can You See?

• To answer this, students must become familiar with Visual Literacy Clues (VLCs). When students are familiar with these clues they 
will have a method of approaching any image with a view to decoding its meaning. The VLCs are: subject matter, colors, angles, 
symbols vectors, lighting, gaze, gestures, and shapes. These categories provide an approach to examine the details of the various 
aspects of the image they are reading.



WHAT FORMS OF VISUAL TEXT ARE 

USED IN THE CLASSROOM?

• How Does It Make You Feel?

• After the students have had time to note what they can see in the image through examination of the VLCs, it is now time for them
to consider their emotional response to what they have viewed.

• With close reference to the VLCs they have previously identified, students express how the image makes them feel and how it has 
influenced them to feel this way. They may feel anger, anguish, excited, happy etc. There is no limit to the emotions they may refer 
to, provided they can point to evidence from the image. Here are some suggested questions to help the students explore their 
responses:

• Subject Matter: What is the topic of the movie? Who and what are in the image? What is the image about?

• Color: How is color used in the image? What effect do the colors chosen have on the viewer?

• Angles: Are we looking from above or below? What is the camera angle? How does this affect what we see and how we feel 
about it?

• Symbols: What symbols are used in this image? What do you think they represent? Are the colors that were chosen symbolic?

• Vectors: Can you see the major lines in the image? Are they broken or unbroken? How do the lines create reading paths for our 
eyes?



WHAT FORMS OF VISUAL TEXT ARE 

USED IN THE CLASSROOM?

• Lighting: Can you describe the lighting used in the movie. How does it affect the ‘mood’ of the 
movie?

• Gaze: What type of look is the character giving? Where is their gaze directed? What does this say?

• Gesture: What type of gestures is the character giving? What is communicated by these gestures?

• Shapes: What geometric shapes can you recognize in the image? Do they repeat? Is there a 
pattern? Is order or chaos conveyed?

• 3. What Is The Image Trying To Tell Us?

• This third aspect peels back another level of meaning to get to the overall message underlying the 
image. This question asks the students to delve into the intentions of the image maker themselves. 
The genre of the image will be of significance here too, as the student considers the nature of the 
image as art, entertainment, advertisement or a fusion of the various genres.



Cartoon Analysis

• https://holycrosshigh.co.za/test/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Cartoon-
Analysis-1-of-2.pdf

• https://holycrosshigh.co.za/test/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Cartoon-
Analysis-1-of-2.pdf
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