
Definitions: 
These definitions of particular words are looked at from the perspective of 
Religion.  
 
Tolerance: Accepting different Religions or religious views as being as valid 
as your own. Ensuring that all religions have the freedom to worship and 
practice their faith.  
 
Respect: Actively showing others that their religious views are valid and 
important. Challenging those who do not accept others religious views.  
 
Dialogue: Talks between different religious groups. Any kind of interaction 
that promotes positive communication is healthy, because it means that 
conflict is then less likely, because people are being educated about 
different religions.  
 
Conflict: Exists between two or more religions in an area. Sometimes there 
is conflict within a religion. The conflict can be arguments, intimidation, 
violence and even murder. The source of the disagreement can be a 
minor/major issue or could be based on false information like fake news. 
Propaganda and indoctrination causes a lot of religious conflict.  
 
Fundamentalism: A very conservative approach to your religion. You 
believe that your religious texts [such as the Bible] are literally true and that 
your religious texts must be followed to the letter. This approach says that 
there are no mistakes in your religious texts and that your religious texts 
alone are the highest authority in your religion.  
 
Pluralism: Accepting the equal validity of all religions. In other words, all 
religions are equal pathways to God. Therefore, religious conflict is stupid, 
because it doesn’t matter what pathway you take to find God.  
 



Propaganda: A message/teaching that seeks to undermine a particular 
religion or group of people that is seen as a rival or an enemy. Propaganda 
is a collection of lies or half-truths that is created to spread false information 
or false news. Example: In World War 2 the Nazis said that all Jews were 
thieves and dirty rats, so that Germans would dislike the Jews and 
persecute them.  
 
Indoctrination: A person is expected to accept any religious teaching 
without question. It does not matter what is taught, or whether the teaching 
is morally right or not. Example: the terrorists in the Middle East have been 
indoctrinated into ignoring the true religious values and teachings of Islam.  
 
Syncretism: Blending two religions into one, by taking aspects of either 
religion and then combining them into a new religion. Examples: Voodoo is 
a mixture of Roman Catholicism and Traditional African Religions. Sikhism 
is a mixture of Hinduism and Islam.  


