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INSTRUCTIONS AND INFORMATION  

1. This question paper consists of TWO sections:  
 

 SECTION A: COMPREHENSION           (20) 

 SECTION B: LANGUAGE                       (40) 

 
2. Answer ALL the questions. 
 

3. Start EACH section on a NEW page. 
 

4. Number your answers correctly according to the numbering system  
 

Used in this question paper.  
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SECTION A 

QUESTION 1: COMPREHENSION  

Read the article that appeared in the Financial Mail and answer the questions.  

COLD CRADLE OF CRIME 

1. The biggest problem in our fight against crime is not the abilities or inabilities of 

police and justice, it is the neglect of thousands of children and the single mothers 

who are struggling to raise them.  

2. Though the police and courts are improving efficiency in the detection, arrest and 

prosecution of criminals, the number of murder, rape, armed robbery and serious 

assault in South Africa’s largest cities remains among the highest in the world.  

3. Although violent crimes are often committed by or on behalf of organised criminals 

for money, most are impulsive, opportunistic acts by young misfits who grow up in 

the broken pieces of a quickly urbanising, dislocated society- in short, a crime 

factory.  

4. “The vast majority of violent crimes are interpersonal: young men killing young men, “ 

says the former director of the government’s National Crime Prevention Strategy 

(NCPS), Bernie Fanaroff.  

5. “We will reach a point where policing alone will not be able to address the problem,” 

says the SA police service’s chief strategist, Andre Pruis.  

6. The police have cracked down on the 145 most crime-prone polices areas (out of a 

total of 1 136 stations) in an effort to suppress violence. The police service has also 

identified 100 police areas where most crimes against women and children take 

place, with the idea of a special campaign to reduce these crimes.  

7. “But the police and social services cannot do it alone,” he says. We are just the co-

ordinators. We will need partnerships with the community organisations in those 

areas.”  

8. “About 80% of all murders are committed by friends, family or acquaintances of the 

victims, says the police service’s chief statistician.” Chris de Kock. “You can’t police 

against that.”  

9. Poverty plays a role but it is not a driver of crime, say social workers. Poor people are 

no more likely to turn to crime than rich people. But the poor have more social stress 

and alcohol abuse and an increasing number of children orphaned by Aids-related 

deaths.  
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10. SA courts sentence about 450 children to prison every month, according to the 

National Institute for Crime Prevention and Reintegration of Offenders (NICRO). 

Arrests of offenders under 21 have increased by 27% in three years and are 

expected to rise even more.  

11. South Africa’s social crisis is worsened by rising numbers of parents dying from Aids-

related illnesses. United Nations research has found there are 660 000 Aids orphans 

in SA and this number is growing yearly.  

 

 

1.1  According to this article, what are the biggest reasons why the battle against crime is 

failing? Mention TWO points.            (2) 

1.2 Name TWO of the crimes of which South Africa has the highest rate in the world. 

              (2) 

1.3 The author states that most crimes are committed by young ‘misfits’ who grow up in a 

dysfunctional society (paragraph 3). What does he call this society?  

              (1) 

1.4 What does NCPS stand for?          (1) 

1.5 Identify the TWO major crimes occurring in the areas the police have ‘cracked down 

on’ and plan a special campaign for. (paragraph 6)      (2) 
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1.6 Choose the correct answer from the options given. Write down ONLY the letter of 

your choice as the answer. ‘acquaintances of the victims’ (paragraph 8) means … 

A. relatives of the victims. 

B. people known by the victims 

C. the victim’s closest friends. 

D. school and class friends of the victim.      (1) 

1.7 List TWO factors poor people have to deal with, apart from poverty.   (2) 

1.8 Do you think that more young people commit crimes than before? Motivate your 

answer.           (1) 

1.9 In your opinion, do you think that sentencing children who have committed a crime, to 

prison, will help to reduce crime? Give a good reason for your answer.   (2) 

                      [14] 
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Read the article below and answer all the questions.  

 

Khayelitsha gang violence flares up again  

1. A partnership between police and taxi bosses in Khayelitsha to reduce teenage gang 

violence failed to prevent two separate gang conflicts in the township on Tuesday 

afternoon, resulting in numerous stabbings.  

2. Parents and residents of Harare 33 and 34 Section cheered as about 100 teenagers, 

involved in the Vat-Slokos and the Madonsela gangs, attacked each other with 

knives, pangas, sticks and stones.  

3. The teenagers, mostly still dressed in their school uniforms, waged a running battle 

through the streets for over two hours until police arrived, when they scattered into 

surrounding streets.  

               

1.10  Which word from the headline tells us that gang violence happens often?    (1) 

1.11  Identify and name the TWO gangs involved in the violence.      (2) 

1.12  What about the teenagers tells us that they were school children?      (1) 

1.13  Quote FOUR CONSECUTIVE words from paragraph 3 that imply this incident was 

like a war.            (1) 

1.14  Explain how this incident came to an end.        (1) 

             [6] 

              TOTAL FOR SECTION A: 20 MARKS 
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SECTION B: LANGUAGE IN CONTEXT  

QUESTION 2  

Read the following tribute to the late Nelson Mandela and answer all the questions.  

“We call on all local communities to join hands. We all belong to the South African family-and  

owe that sense of belonging to Madiba. That is his legacy. Through his humility, moral con- 

viction and bold leadership, Madiba gave us a gift for which we and successive generations  

will be forever grateful. He gave us his vision of a free and inclusive South Africa. Let us re- 

affirm his values and recapture his spirit in all we do.” 

2.1 Refer to the line ‘We call on all local communities to join hands.’ 

Is this line meant LITERALLY or FIGURATIVELY?       (1) 

2.2 Rewrite the following sentences into a question:  

2.2.1 We all belong to the South African family.      (1) 

2.2.2 Thobile realised what had been troubling her while she was an HIV counsellor 

at Helen Joseph Hospital.          (1) 

2.3  2.3.1 Why is Madiba written with a capital letter?       (2) 

2.3.2 Identify this type of noun.        (1) 

2.4 Find a synonym in the passage for: present       (1) 

2.5 Rewrite this sentence and change the verbs into the present tense. Underline the 

verbs you have changed. 

He gave us his vision of a free and inclusive South Africa and the belief that it could 

be achieved.            (2) 

2.6 Write the following in reported speech: 

2.6.1 The mayor said, “Today is a sad day for our country.”      (2) 

2.6.2 “My heart was not in the right place,” she shares.     (2) 

2.6.3 Thobile asked, “John, do you take your medication regularly?”   (2) 
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2.7 Write down the correct PRONOUN to complete this sentence: They are proud of … 

for what they have achieved.          (1) 

2.8 Rewrite these sentences with the correct punctuation: 

2.8.1 janet asked me if i would like to attend the memorial service on thursday    (2) 

2.8.2 I m feeling very tired.         (1) 

2.9  Write the abbreviation for:  

2.9.1 Mister.            (1) 

2.9.2 Chief Executive Officer         (1) 

2.10  Choose the correct answer from the options given. Write only the letter as your 

answer. 

Today I am in seventh heaven! Is … 

A. an exclamation. 

B. a statement. 

C. a question. 

D. an interjection.          (1) 

2.11 Give the plural form of the following words: 

2.11.1 life           (1) 

2.11.2 family           (1) 

2.12 Change the following sentences into the simple past tense. 

2.12.1 Many men run away and do not take care of their kids.    (2) 

2.12.2 Many suffer in silence and are afraid to admit their sickness.   (2) 

2.13  Rewrite the sentence below in the passive voice. 

2.13. Thobile Mahlangu divorced the abusive husband.      (2) 

 

2.14 Join the sentences below with the words in brackets. 



8 
 

2.14.1 Thobile carried on with her life. She had strange feelings. (in spite of)      (2) 

3.14.2 Thobile runs a placement agency. The placement is based in Brixton. (that)

            (2) 

2.15 Give the antonyms for the following words: 

2.15.1 possible          (1) 

2.15.2 biggest           (1) 

2.16 Select the correct answer from the words between brackets. 

2.16.1 Many people who are in denial make their conditions (worse/worst).  (2) 

2.16.2 Depression is a (mental/metallic) condition.      (2) 

TOTAL FOR SECTION B: 40 MARKS        

TOTAL FOR PAPER: 60 MARKS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


