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SUBJECT and GRADE Business Studies  Grade 10 
TERM 2 Week 3 4 hours 
TOPIC Contemporary Socio-economic Issues 
AIMS OF LESSON Learners must: 

• Understand how socio-economic issues affect business operations 
• Understand the impact of socio-economic issues on businesses. 
• Identify socio-economic issues from given scenarios 
• Support answers by quoting from scenarios 

RESOURCES  
 
 

Paper based resources Digital resources  
This content you will find on pages 18 to 22 in the WCED grade 10 core notes.  If you 
do not have a copy of the core notes, please refer to the section on contemporary 
socio-economic issues in your textbook.   
• Via Afrika Business Studies Grade 10 Learner's Book 
• Platinum Business Studies Grade 10 Learner's Book Oxford 
• Successful Business Studies Grade 10 Learner's Book 
• Solutions for a Business Studies Grade 10 Learner's Book 
• Focus Business Studies Grade 10 Learner's Book 

WCED Eportal: 2020 Business 
Studies Gr 10 Core Notes, URL:  

https://wcedeportal.co.za/eresou
rce/91156 

 

INTRODUCTION • We have just completed the MACRO environment as part of the THREE business environments.   
• Complete the worksheet (Annexure A) below to see what you remember about the different elements of the MACRO 

environment 
 
 

https://wcedeportal.co.za/eresource/91156
https://wcedeportal.co.za/eresource/91156
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• This lesson will be based on ONE of the Macro environmental elements, namely the SOCIAL element.  

Contemporary socio-economic issues are embedded within this macro environmental element.   
 

• So, what is contemporary socio-
economic issues?   
 

 
 
 
 
 

Contemporary Socio-economic issues refer to problems that 
negatively affect people and the economy. 

Contemporary – refers to something that is happening now 
Socio – refers to people 
Economic – refers to the economy of a country 
Issue – refers to problems 
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CONCEPTS AND SKILLS • Socio-economic issues include:  poverty, inclusivity, inequality, unemployment, crime and HIV/Aids amongst 

others 
• Read from page 19 of your core notes or refer to your textbook on the relevant pages regarding Socio-economic 

issues.  
• You must know what impact socio-economic issues have on business. 
• In the table below is the definitions and an example of some of the concepts you need to know as well as how this 

content will be assessed. 
 
Term Definition Impact on Business How it can be assessed 
Poverty When a person is unable to 

satisfy his basic needs of food, 
shelter, clothing and water 

 
The above-mentioned 3 issues are all 
interrelated as HIV/Aids causes 
decrease in productivity which might 
lead to unemployment. Lack of 
employment leads to poverty 

With the first four issues  
you must be able to: 
 
1. Define the terms 
2. Identify the terms from a  
    case study 
3. Discuss what impact  
     it has on business 
     operations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unemployment Unemployment occurs when a 
person who is actively 
searching for employment is 
unable to find work 
 

HIV/Aids 
 
 
 
 
 

HIV/Aids are a virus which 
affects the body’s ability to 
fight infections.  This virus 
causes the workforce to be 
unproductive. 
 
 
 

Inequality Refers to the distribution of a 
country’s wealth where the 
gap between the rich and 
poor are very big. 

Poor people don’t have buying power 
and would not be able to afford 
expensive non-essential products.  
Business must be sure of their target 
market. 

People have 
no money and 

cannot buy 
products from 

business

Business do 
not earn 
money 

Business 
cannot grow

Business 
cannot 
employ 
people
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Inclusivity Everybody are treated fairly 

and respectfully and have 
equal access to opportunities 
and resources 

Draw up policies to treat all employees 
equally regardless of gender, race and 
age  

You must know what  
inclusivity is and explain the 
purpose of inclusivity in the 
workplace 
Identify from given  
scenarios 

Crime Crime is an unlawful act which 
can be punished by the 
government – we can 
distinguish between various 
types of crime for example:  
copy rights issues, piracy, 
bootlegging, money 
laundering, etc. 

Loss of profits or income  Provide the meaning of  
crime and identify types  
of crime from given  
scenarios 

 

ACTIVITIES/ASSESSMENT Please refer to your workbook on the Business Environment and complete the section on contemporary socio-economic 
issues on page 4. 

CONSOLIDATION In this lesson you were introduced to the socio-economic issues which impacts business operations.  It is important to 
remember these issues when we discuss social responsibility.  It is important that you remember that contemporary socio-
economic issues forms part of the Business Environment but that social responsibility would form part of the main topic of 
Business Roles. 

VALUES 
 
 

Caring: Learners are our most important clients in the educational landscape, therefore it’s important that that we 
provide them with the necessary resources for self-directed study. 
Responsiveness: It’s our responsibility to make sure that the quality lesson plans are developed timeously. 
Competence: After working through the lesson plans learners should be able to demonstrate the skills and knowledge 
acquired, to complete the required assessments successfully. 
 

 

 


