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Focal Scenes and Filler Scenes



The Breakdown of Macbeth- condensed

◦ The core focus within Macbeth can be broken down into the following key events:

◦ The witches prophesize that Macbeth will become king.

◦ Macbeth murders King Duncan.

◦ Macbeth murders Banquo, but Fleance escapes.

◦ Macbeth listens to the witches' new prophecies.

◦ Macbeth murders Macduff's family.

◦ Malcolm and Macduff join forces to overthrow Macbeth.

◦ Lady Macbeth loses her sanity.

◦ Macduff kills Macbeth.



DETAILING KEY 
EVENTS

A scene by scene design



ACT 1: SCENE 1

The Witches Prophecy



Prophesying 
the meeting 
of Macbeth
◦ In Act I, Scene 1: The 

three weird sisters open 
the play with the 
introduction of 
lightning and thunder.

◦ A dark an ominous 
storm brews and the 
winds blow, as the 
battle rages on in the 
distance. 

◦ The three sisters meet 
during a storm and 
declare their intention 
to encounter Macbeth.



ACT 1: SCENE 2

Macbeth and the battle



A detailing of 
Macbeth’s Character

◦ In act 1, scene 2, a Captain in Duncan's 
army reports on Macbeth's courage in 
battle. 

◦ We learn that he is "brave" and 
"valiant" (1.2.18, 1.2.26). 

◦ This scene helps to establish 
that Macbeth begins the play as a 
good man who is loyal to king and 
country.



ACT 1: SCENE 3

Macbeth meets the witches: First Prophecy



Macbeth and 
Banquo meets the 
three weird sisters
◦ In act 1, scene 3, Macbeth 

and Banquo meet the three Weird 
Sisters.

◦ The witches tell Macbeth that he "shalt 
be king hereafter" and that Banquo will 
"get kings" though he will never be 
king himself (1.3.53, 1.3.70). 

◦ This is the inciting incident that initiates 
all of Macbeth's conflicts in the play.



ACT 1: SCENE 4

Malcolm to become King and not Macbeth



Macbeth realises his 
dark path to the 
crown
◦ In act 1, scene 4, Duncan names his 

son, Malcolm, his heir to the throne, 
disappointing Macbeth and causing 
him to consider what he needs to do to 
take the throne.



ACT 1: SCENE 5

Lady Macbeth Plots Macbeth’s Succession



Lady Macbeth’s 
Power Play
◦ In act 1, scene 5, we see Lady 

Macbeth's reaction to her husband's 
news. 

◦ It becomes clear that she holds more 
power in their relationship that he 
does. 

◦ She intends to persuade him to do her 
will when he returns home. 

◦ Ultimately, though he wants to talk 
more, she says, "Leave all the rest to 
me" (1.5.86).



FILLER INFORMATION
ACT 1: SCENE 6

Before Macbeth’s Castle



The Deceptive 
Lady Macbeth 
greets King 
Duncan
◦ In Act I, Scene 6: Lady 

Macbeth greets King 
Duncan courteously on 
his arrival at 
Inverness. Albeit a 
greeting of welcome 
and to bid him farewell, 
as she knows he will die 
this night.



FILLER INFORMATION
ACT 1: SCENE 7

Macbeth’s Castle



Macbeth grapples with his 
fate while Lady Macbeth 
mocks him for his sensibility

◦ In Act I, Scene 7: Macbeth worries 
about his fate in the afterlife if he 
becomes a murderer. He grapples with 
the fact that it is treason to kill a servant 
of God, and also the mar his soul in the 
life hereafter.

◦ Lady Macbeth mocks him for his noble 
sensibility and uses it to fiercely stir his 
dark ambitions with the fury that he 
feels towards Malcolm being named 
successor and not him.

◦ He declares that he will go ahead with 
the murder.



FILLER INFORMATION
ACT 2: SCENE 1

The Court in Macbeth’s Castle



Macbeth and 
Banquo meet the 
witches on the heath 
to hear of Macbeth’ 
fate and future

◦ In Act II. Scene 
1: Banquo and 
Macbeth speak briefly 
of the Witches Macbeth 
discounts their 
importance as Banquo 
warns of the 
temptations that might 
arise from their 
prophecies. 

◦ Left alone, Macbeth 
sees a hallucination of a 
bloody dagger. 

◦ He acknowledges that 
he is horrified at the 
prospect of murdering 
the king, but he forces 
himself to proceed.



ACT 2: SCENE 2

Macbeth; treason and the guilt ridden crown



MACBETH THE 
TREACHEROUS; 
AND THE GUILT 

RIDDEN 
CROWN

In act 2, scene 2, Macbeth kills 
Duncan, and he is 

overwhelmed by his guilt. 



ACT 2: SCENE 3

Macbeth’s Court Part 3



Framing the 
Chamberlains and 
burying a secret

◦ In act 2, scene 3, Duncan's body is 
discovered, and Macbeth also kills the 
chamberlains that he and his wife 
attempted to frame for the murder.



FILLER INFORMATION
ACT 2: SCENE 4

Outside Macbeth’s Castle



Duncan’s sons are labelled as the 
murders and this deceit pulls the 
wool over Macduff’s eyes as to the 
true killers
◦ In Act II, Scene 4: An old man tells Rosse of the strange 

omens that had preceded the king's death. 

◦ Macduff reports that the Night of Malcolm and 
Donalbain has convinced everyone of their guilt and that 
Macbeth is to be crowned as Duncan's successor.



ACT 3: SCENE 1

The plot shifts towards the murder of Banquo



MACBETH 
PLOTS 

BANQUO’S 
DEATH

In act 3, scene 1, Macbeth hires 
people to murder Banquo and 

Banquo's son, Fleance. 



FILLER INFORMATION
ACT 3: SCENE 2

The Palace



Macbeth begins to 
plot Banquo’s death

◦ In Act III, Scene 2: Macbeth and Lady 
Macbeth discuss the danger Banquo 
presents, and Macbeth darkly hints at 
the plot he has set in motion.



ACT 3: SCENE 3

A Park Near the Palace



BANQUO IS 
MURDERED 

AND 
FLEANCE 
ESCAPES

In act 3, scene 3, they murder 
Banquo only.



FILLER INFORMATION
ACT 3: SCENE 4

A Hall in the Palace



Banquo’s death 
plagues Macbeth’s 
inner most thoughts
◦ In Act III, Scene 4: The First Murderer reports 

to Macbeth during a banquet. 

◦ When the king returns to his guests, the Ghost 
of Banquo appears and sits in his chair. 

◦ No one sees it but Macbeth, who reacts with 
horror. 

◦ Lady Macbeth tells the guests that he is 
suffering from an old illness, and when the 
Ghost disappears, Macbeth recovers. 

◦ But it soon reappears and evokes a strong 
response from Macbeth; the banquet is 
disrupted and the nobles leave. 

◦ Macbeth tells Lady Macbeth that he will consult 
the Witches, to learn of all possible threats.



FILLER INFORMATION
ACT 3: SCENE 5

A Heath



Hecate the queen of the witches 
demands the three weird sisters to 
create a false second prophecy 
when the meet with Macbeth again
◦ In Act III, Scene 5: Hecate chastises the Witches 

because they have not included her in their dealings 
with Macbeth. 

◦ She tells them that they must prepare especially potent 
spells to delude Macbeth when he consults them.



FILLER INFORMATION
ACT 3: SCENE 6

Forres The Palace



Lenox and another Lord 
begin to unravel 
Macbeth’s evil deeds

◦ In Act III, Scene 6: Lenox and another 
Lord discuss the suspicious deaths of 
Duncan and Banquo, the exiled 
Malcolm's support from the King of 
England, and Macduff's defection to 
his cause. 

◦ They hope for aid from England 
against Macbeth.



ACT 4: SCENE 1

Macbeth meets the Witches: The Second Prophecy



Macbeth learns 
of the second 
prophecy
◦ In act 4, scene 1, 

Macbeth goes to see 
the Weird Sisters to get 
more information. 

◦ They offer him some 
enigmatically-worded 
statements of destiny 
that sound like 
assurances of safety.



ACT 4: SCENE 2

Macbeth murders Macduff ’s family and creates his own end



MACBETH 
PLANS AND 

FAILS TO KILL 
MACDUFF

In act 4, scene 2, Macbeth has the wife and 
children of his enemy, Macduff, murdered.



FILLER INFORMATION
ACT 4: SCENE 3

England Before the Kings Palace



Macbeth becomes the villain 
and Macduff the virtuous lord 
to restore the crown and the 
lineage

◦ In Act IV, Scene 3: In England, Malcolm 
tests Macduff's loyalty to Scotland. 

◦ He pretends to confess to extreme 
depravity, and when Macduff mourns for 
his country, Malcolm knows he is a true 
patriot. 

◦ Rosse brings the news that Macbeth has 
slaughtered Macduff's family. 

◦ Macduff vows revenge, and he and 
Malcolm prepare to launch an army 
against Macbeth.



ACT 5: SCENE 1

Lady Macbeth loses her sanity



Lady Macbeth’s 
failing sanity
◦ In act 5, scene 1, Lady Macbeth's 

decline in mental health becomes 
clear. 

◦ She is sleepwalking and, essentially, 
revealing her own and Macbeth's guilt.



FILLER INFORMATION
ACT 5: SCENE 2

The Country Near Dunsinane



Macbeth forsees his end and will 
fight this final battle with the aid of 
the witches prophecy

◦ Act V, Scene 2: A group of Scottish 
rebels against Macbeth speak of the 
approaching English army led by 
Malcolm, Macduff, and Siward. 

◦ They prepare to rendezvous at Birnam 
Wood, near the castle at Dunsinane 
where Macbeth has established his 
defense.



FILLER INFORMATION
ACT 5: SCENE 3

Dunsinane A Room in the Castle



Macbeth believes that the 
false prophecy will ensure his 
victory and he loses his focus

◦ Act V, Scene 3: Macbeth boasts that he 
does not fear the invaders because of 
the assurances of the Apparitions. 

◦ The Doctor reports that Lady Macbeth is 
troubled by hallucinations, which he 
cannot cure. Macbeth rejects him 
angrily.



FILLER INFORMATION
ACT 5: SCENE 4

Country near Birnam Wood



Macbeth enacts the 
prophecy of the witches

◦ Act V, Scene 4: Malcolm orders that 
each of his soldiers, assembled at 
Birnam Wood, shall carry a branch cut 
from a tree to provide camouflage and 
confuse the enemy as to their numbers.



FILLER INFORMATION
ACT 5: SCENE 5

Dunsinane within the Castle



Macbeth finally loses his 
last shred of humanity and 
his fear for death

◦ Act V, Scene 5: Seyton reports to 
Macbeth, on the castle walls, that Lady 
Macbeth is dead. 

◦ Macbeth laments the nature of life. 

◦ His Messenger arrives and reports that, 
unbelievably, Birnam Wood appears to 
be moving towards the castle. 

◦ Macbeth recognizes the danger 
predicted in the Apparition's prophecy, 
but he declares himself ready to die.



FILLER INFORMATION
ACT 5: SCENE 6

Dunsinane before the Castle



MACDUFF 
APPROACHES 
TO SLAY THE 
VILLAINOUS 

MACBETH AND 
TO RESTORE THE 

CROWN
Act V, Scene 6: Malcolm, 

Siward, and Macduff approach 
the castle.



FILLER INFORMATION
ACT 5: SCENE 7

Another Part of the Field



Macbeth prepares for his 
final battle and his death 
at the hands of Macduff

◦ Act V, Scene 7: Macbeth fights Young 
Siward, kills him, and leaves to fight 
elsewhere. 

◦ Macduff appears and follows him.



ACT 5: SCENE 8

The Virtuous Macduff kills the villainous Macbeth



Macbeth the 
traitor is slain, and 
the rightful king 
comes to power

◦ In act 5, scene 8, 
Macduff avenges his 
family and kills 
Macbeth. 

◦ Malcolm takes his 
rightful place on the 
throne.
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