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1900 to 1907

• 1900
• The British and the Afrikaaners were at odds with one another, and the Afrikaaners left the Cape to form the Transvaal within 

the inner parts of South Africa surrounding the soon to be origins of gold mining in South Africa.
• Once the Afrikaaners discover gold on the Witwatersrand, then the British laid a claim for the Transvaal over resources.
• The British then claim the Transvaal (South African Republic).

• 1902 
• In May the battle between the British and the Afrikaaners over the Transvaal results in the British victory.
• There is the establishment of the Peace Treaty of Vereeniging which then ends the South African War.

• 1905-06
• Well within this time there was a lot of uprising due to the conflict between the African populations and the British and the

Afrikaaners which resulted in the final battle between Zulu tribes and their uprising against the British. (Anglo-Zulu War)

• 1907
• After the establishment of the British reign over what used to be the Transvaal- segregation was already in place and systems 

of suppression and endentured labour began.
• There was firstly the attempt to bring in cheaper labour.
• Followed by the attempt to bring in Chinese labourers.
• This resulted in a demand amongst white miners for the protection of their jobs.
• White miners started to strike against the use of cheaper Chinese labour over the jobs presented to local peoples excluding 

the African populous within South Africa.



1909 to 1911

• 1909
• Around this time we had seen another conflict between the British and the 

Afrikaaners which developed into a demand for recognising their individual culture 
and people as a separate entity from the British.

• This forced the British Parliament to enact the South Africa Act, which proposed a 
constitution of and for the Union of South Africa.

• 1910
• The Afrikaaners are granted independence as a state, however they were to accept 

their role as a self-governing Union of South Africa established within British 
Commonwealth.

• 1911
• The establishment of the Union of South Africa led to the early process of the 

Apartheid government under which the difficulties created by the British and 
established by the British was continued.

• Which led to the creation of legislation for the reservation of skilled jobs for whites.



1912 to 1914

• 1912
• The formation of legislations led to further legislation including the establishment of the Land Bank 
• It was established to assist white farmers. 
• This created tensions between the white populous and the poor representation of the African populous under 

the Union of South Africa.
• This led to the formation of the South African Native National Congress (later African National Congress--

ANC).

• 1913
• Further tension brought about by the need for African representation under the union led to stricter 

regulations and legislation.
• The Union then instituted the Natives Land Act to limit black ownership of land to designated areas within 

South Africa which were referred to as reserves.

• 1913-14
• Due to the unfair and irregular representation of the non-white populous in South Africa tensions grew and 

led to civil protests.
• There was the campaign of civil disobedience led by Indian human rights activist Mohandas Gandhi.



1914 to 1921

• 1914-19
• This is the time period that sees the period of the Great War or the First World War.
• Tensions are refocused as the British Common Wealth demands support from its donor 

countries for WWI.
• South Africa supports Allies in World War I.

• 1918
• Within the period closer to the end of WWI sees a resurgence of Afrikaner extremism.
• This led to the founding of the Afrikaner Broederbond for the preservation of the Afrikaner 

within South Africa.

• 1920
• South Africa receives League of Nations mandate to administer former German colony, 

South-West Africa. (Now Namibia)

• 1921
• This is where we see the establishment of the Communist Party of South Africa which later 

becomes the South African Communist Party in 1953.



1922 to 1927

• 1922
• Tensions grew even further as the World was recovering from the Great War, and so further uprisings take place.
• An uprising amongst miners causes the army to be dispatched to quell the miners' strike, however resulted in the death of 

214 people.

• 1923
• The ideas of segregation and the preservation of the Afrikaner within South Africa deepens and leads to greater regulations 

and strengthened legislation.
• The Union enacts the Natives Urban Areas Act which authorizes segregation in urban areas. 
• This led to the establishment of the South African Indian Congress established. 
• And officially the South African Native National Congress becomes the African National Congress (ANC).

• 1925
• In a greater struggle to identify themselves as a unique nation or cultural group in South Africa, and to further separate 

themselves from the British, the Afrikaners demand that their cultural heritage be acknowledged.
• Thus leading to Afrikaans being recognised as South Africa's official language.

• 1927
• Regulations are strengthened once again.
• Segregation becomes compulsory in twenty-six urban areas.



1929 to 1936

• 1929
• The National Party wins the national elections.
• The Afrikaners create friction between all peoples- and challenge British rule.

• 1931
• The elections one by the Afrikaners National Party results in a need for immediate separation from 

the British- causing tensions.
• However Britain reluctantly enacts the British Statute of Westminster which affirms the autonomy 

of the South African parliament.

• 1934
• This then leads to the demand for the release from the Common Wealth.
• This is where the South African parliament enacts the Status of the Union Act, here they are 

claiming full sovereignty for South Africa.

• 1936
• Black voting rights revoked in Cape; 
• black land ownership expanded, but still restricted to 13 percent of land.



1939 to 1943

• 1939
• Ossewabrandwag (Ox-wagon Guard) Afrikaner paramilitary group established.

• 1939-45
• South Africa supports Allies in World War II.

• 1943
• ANC Youth League formed. 

• United Party wins general elections.



1946 to 1948

• 1946
• Tensions are running high amongst miners for wages.

• The army is dispatched to quell gold mine strikes.

• 1947
• South Africa rejects United Nations (UN) oversight in South-West Africa.

• 1948 
• May National Party (NP) election victory based on racial issues.

• And the establishment of the Apartheid state begins based on complete 
segregation.


