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FOCUS FOR THE 
TERM

• To understand the focus of this topic, you will investigate the 
following key questions:

• What is the Universal Declaration of Human Rights?

• What is racism?

• How did the National Party enforce apartheid in South Africa?

• What non-violent methods did South Africans use to resist 
apartheid?



OVERVIEW

• The most talked-about turning point in South African history is the 1994 transfer of political power from the National 
Party (NP) to the African National Congress (ANC). 

• Contrary to many predictions, South Africa avoided a bloodbath. But what led up to this transfer of political power in 
1994, and was a bloodbath expected but avoided? To answer these questions, we need to go back to another key 
turning point in South Africa’s history: the NP victory in 1948 and the legalising of racial segregation into a system that 
became known as apartheid.

• In this topic you will learn about the introduction to racism through segregation. 

• You will see how segregation laid the foundation for apartheid. 

• You will also unpack case studies to help you understand the effects of apartheid on the lives of ordinary people. 

• Lastly, you will look at the role of the apartheid government’s repression and the reaction of the people to this.



ACTIVITY

• Write an evaluation on the following statements:

• “The lack of Human Rights and the dire need thereof was a major 
factor in the movement towards the recognition of the importance 
of all human life within South Africa pre 1994 and post 1994.”

• “The impact of the developments of the Nuclear Age and the Cold 
War as catalysts towards the dire need for recognition for Human 
Rights across the world in a polarized world dealing with the advent 
of nuclear power and its ability to eradicate all life.”



THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION 
AFTER WWII

UNIT 1



KEY TERMS

• Human Rights:

• Basic rights that all people have.

• United Nations Organisation (UNO)

• An international organization of countries set up in 1945, which 
took the place of the League of Nations, to promote international 
peace, security and cooperation.

• Universal Declaration of Human Rights

• An agreement among 48 countries adopted by the UN General 
Assembly on 10 December 1948; it arose directly from the 
experience of World War II and represented the first global 
expression of rights to which all Human beings are entitled.



THE UNITED NATIONS 
ORGANISATION (UNO)

EMBLEM



REFERENCES TO 
THE WORLD 
BEFORE THE 

(UNO)

• The world is too dangerous to live in - not because of the people 
who do evil, but because of the people who sit and let it happen.

Albert Einstein, scientist and human
rights activist, 1946

• It is often easier to become outraged by injustice half a world away, 
than by oppression and discrimination half a block from home.

Carl T. Rowan, African American writer, 1996

• Without concerned citizen action to practice human rights close to 
home, we will not find progress in the larger world.

Adapted from Eleanor Roosevelt, “In Our Hands” (speech on the 10th 
anniversary
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1958).



BACKGROUND TO THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS

• When World War II was drawing to a close, there was a need to recognise human rights. 
Representatives of the four major powers met in 1944 at Dumbarton Oaks, a mansion in Washington 
DC, to discuss:

• the two world wars that had been fought in less than 30 years

• the terrible cruelty that had been inflicted on the Jewish people in Europe and on prisoners of war in 
Asia and Europe.

• An atomic bomb was about to be set off. 

• It would show what enormous destructive power humankind could unleash on targeted nations or 
individuals, often simply because they were members of a particular race or religion.



BACKGROUND TO THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS

• Many world leaders felt there must be a better way for the nations and peoples of the world to live 
together and sort out their problems. 

• So, in late 1945, leaders of the world’s nations met in San Francisco to form the United Nations. 

• Inspired by the South African pre-apartheid leader Field-Marshall Smuts, they included in 
the preamble to the Charter of the UN an important reference to human rights. 

• The relevant part of the preamble said:

• ‘We the peoples of the United Nations [are] determined...to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, 
in the dignity and worth of the human person, in the equal rights of men and women and of nations 
large and small.’
(Source: Charter of the United Nations; www.un.org/en/documents/charter/preamble.shtml)



BACKGROUND TO THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS

• This was followed by six references to human rights and basic freedoms. The outcome was the 
establishment of a Commission on Human Rights.

• In April 1946, Mrs Eleanor Roosevelt, widow of American president Franklin Roosevelt, was appointed 
to chair an interim group of nine members. 

• By June, the interim body had suggested that the new Commission should make its first task the 
development, as soon as possible, of an international bill of human rights. 

• Later that year the commission was officially appointed.



BACKGROUND TO THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS

• The group met for the first time in January 1947 and considered several critical issues. 

• It concluded that it should work to develop first a declaration rather than a treaty.

• The group also decided that the declaration should contain civil and political as well as economic and 
social rights. 

• The Commission’s view was that the declaration should be a fairly short and inspirational document 
that ordinary people could follow. 

• It should form the basis for an international bill of human rights. 

• The group’s decisions have greatly influenced the human rights development since then, including 
action at national level.



THE UNIVERSAL 
DECLARATION OF 

HUMAN RIGHTS AND 
ELEANOR ROOSEVELT



THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS

• On 10 December 1948, the newly formed United Nations (UN) General Assembly passed the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR). 

• This was in response to the devastation of World War II. The aims of the UDHR were to contribute to 
‘freedom, justice and peace in the world’, to be achieved by universal recognition and respect for 
human rights. 

• It represented the first global expression of rights to which all human beings are naturally entitled.

• The 56 members of the United Nations adopted the UDHR. The vote was unanimous, although eight 
nations chose not to take part in the vote.

• The UDHR’s aim was to set a standard of rights for all people everywhere – whether male or female, 
black or white, communist or capitalist, rich or poor. 



THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS

• In the words of the first preamble to the UDHR, it was to reflect:

• ‘recognition of the inherent dignity and...equal and inalienable rights of all members of the human 
family...and through that recognition provide the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the 
world.’
(Source: Universal Declaration of Human Rights; www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/)



THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS

• Today the UDHR is accepted as an influential statement of standards, even by countries that have 
doubts about the importance of human rights. 

• The UDHR has become almost an extension of the UN Charter and most if not all the provisions of the 
UDHR have become a part of international customary law. 

• For these three reasons, those who boldly moved to form and then approve the provisions of the UDHR 
have left an abiding legacy for humankind. 

• The UDHR is a powerful instrument for the achievement of human dignity and peace for all.



HUMAN RIGHTS IN SOUTH AFRICA

• When the UDHR was accepted at the UNO in 1948, South Africa was entering the most racist time in its 
history. 

• The National Party was in power, and they put into practice a policy of racial discrimination, called 
apartheid. 

• Black South Africans were denied basic human rights.

• Apartheid laws ignored every one of the rights recognised in the UDHR. 

• The South African apartheid government did not sign the UDHR, but they remained a member of UNO. 

• The United Nations declared apartheid a ‘crime against humanity’.



ACTIVITY: LOOKING AT HUMAN RIGHTS

• Using your textbook, do the following:

• Draw a table in which you include the following:

• Draw on the declaration of human rights and identify two rights per group as follows:

• Divide the rights into political rights, security rights, economic, social and cultural rights

• After the table complete the following questions:

• How were these not in effect in South Africa during the 1900s?

• How are these rights not a true reflection of what is happening today?

• Does the UDHR still stand for what it stood for in 1948?

• Taking these rights into consideration, identify five that you see as vital to society.

• What are the responsibilities related to these rights?



ACTIVITY 1

• Complete Activity 1: Apply knowledge about cause and effect of the practice of Human Rights.

• Elaborate on the importance of Human Rights within society past and present.

• Put into practice the following:

• The impact of the lack of human rights as part of the world prior to 1945.

• The impact of the enhancement of human rights as part of the world from 1945 onwards.

• Discuss the factors of cause and effect with regards to Human Rights and their importance.



UNIT 2

THE DEFINITION 
OF RACISM



KEY TERMS
• Ancestry:

• Our origins, our heritage.

• Apartheid:

• A system of government involving political, economic and legal discrimination against people WHO were not white.

• Discrimination:

• Unfair treatment of people based on the colour of their skin.

• Ethnicity:

• A group of people with the same nationality and cultural tradition.

• Myth:

• A widely held but false belief that is used to explain something.

• Race:

• Division of people based on physical characteristics such as skin colour .

• Racism:

• When a person is regarded as inferior because of the colour of their skin.



WHAT IS RACISM?

• Racism is discrimination, or unfair treatment, based on a person’s race. 

• Race is the division of people based on physical characteristics such as skin colour.

• Racism is when a person is regarded as inferior because of the colour of their skin. 

• There are four types of racism.



TYPES OF RACISM

• Historical racism:

• This type of racism is based on origins, or where a person comes from. 

• For instance, the Nazis believed that white people of German origin (Aryans) were superior to all other people.

• Scientific racism:

• This kind of racism focuses on physical characteristics of humans, such as brain size. 

• It believes that some races are better and more intelligent than others, and that the ‘superior races’ need 
to civilise others.



TYPES OF RACISM

• Institutional racism:

• This type of racism refers to activities that are meant to protect the advantages of a dominant group. 

• This happened during apartheid in South Africa, when laws that discriminated against black people protected 
the advantages of white people.

• New racism (Neo-Racism):

• New racism does not involve scientific theories or beliefs about inferiority or superiority of certain races. 

• It is a less obvious form of racism, and includes xenophobia (discrimination against immigrants or refugees) and 
negative attitudes towards groups with different cultural values.



HUMAN EVOLUTION AND OUR COMMON ANCESTRY

• Evolution refers to the changes that occur in a population over time. 

• It is a process that results in changes that are passed on or inherited from generation to generation.

• When successful, these genetic changes or adaptations help people or animals survive, reproduce, and raise 
offspring. 

• Some inherit characteristics that make them more successful at surviving and having babies.

• Biological evolution explains the way all living things evolved over billions of years from a single common 
ancestor. 

• This concept is often illustrated by the so-called tree of life. Every branch on the tree represents a species. 

• The fork separating one species from another represents the common ancestor that each pair of species 
shared. 

• So all life is interconnected, but millions or even billions of years of evolution may separate any two species.



HUMAN EVOLUTION AND OUR COMMON ANCESTRY

• Some people dismiss evolution as just a theory. 

• Evolution is in fact a theory, a scientific theory. In everyday use, the word ‘theory’ often means a guess 
or a rough idea, for example: ‘I have a’ theory” about that.’ 

• But among scientists, the word has an entirely different meaning.

• In science, a theory is an explanation used to describe some aspect of the natural world that is 
supported by overwhelming evidence.



THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN HUMANS AND APES

• Since scientists developed the ability to decode the genome and compare the genetic makeup of 
species, some people have been stunned to learn that about 98,5% of the genes in people and 
chimpanzees are identical. 

• This finding means chimps are the closest living biological relatives to humans, but it does not mean 
that humans evolved from chimps. 

• Modern humans differ from apes in many important ways:

• human brains are larger and more complex

• people have complex forms of communication and culture

• people walk upright, can manipulate very small objects and can speak.



OUR COMMON ANCESTRY

• The word ‘ancestry’ refers to our origins or heritage. 

• The term ‘common ancestry’ can refer to two things. 

• One is the scientific search for a human who is the common ancestor of all people living today. 

• The second is the search for a person whose descendants, or offspring, when tracing their genealogy, 
have a common ancestor. 

• In both cases, finding a common ancestor involves tracing the history of families back through time.



GENEAOLOGY

• You can search for common ancestors by tracing the genealogy of two or more people until you find a 
point where they intersect. For example, you might start with three people not of the same family, but
born with the same last name.

• By tracing their paternal (fathers’) lineage, you can eventually discover someone with the same last 
name to whom all three are related. This person is their common ancestor.



APARTHEID AND THE MYTH OF ‘RACE’

• Race is a term used to describe people who share biological or physical characteristics that are defined 
as socially significant. 

• It may surprise you to know that race is a myth.

• We use physical characteristics such as skin and eye colour to distinguish people from each other, but 
these differences are in fact determined by about 0,01% of our genes. 

• This means that these variations are not actually significant, and all humans are almost exactly the same
genetically. 

• Physical racial characteristics only have significance because we give them significance.



RACISM 
HIERARCHY



APARTHEID AND THE MYTH OF ‘RACE’

• We are used to thinking that these physical differences are linked to differences in intelligence, 
goodness, beauty and honesty, but such beliefs are false. 

• How did these myths become regarded as ‘truth’?

• Before the 17th century, ethnicity rather than race was the term used to describe different groups of 
people. 

• An ethnic group is a group of people who share a common history, geography, language, religious 
tradition and way of life that are passed on from generation to generation. 

• Ethnicity, therefore, is a cultural phenomenon and not a biological one like race.



THE INTERPRETATION OF DARWINISM

• During the 17th and 18th centuries, European scientists and anthropologists began to classify human 
beings according to races. 

• In doing this, they created a hierarchy among humanity’ with the white European on top.

• In the 1800s, the ideas of scientists like Charles Darwin, who established the theory that all humans 
come from a common ancestor, influenced the concept of race, which led to structural racism. 
Structural racism is the belief that humans are divided into biologically fixed races that are also 
spiritually and/or morally different from each other. South Africa’s apartheid was an extreme example 
of structural racism.



SOCIAL DARWINISM

• The ideas of Scientific Racism were taken a step further in Social Darwinism. 

• In 1859, the British scientist Charles Darwin published his theory of evolution.

• This showed that, in the animal world, species were continually evolving or changing. 

• He proposed that this process occurred because of the ability of better-adapted species to flourish at 
the expense of less well-adapted ones. 

• A social scientist, Herbert Spencer, used the phrase ‘the survival of the fittest’ to describe this process. 

• Spencer and other social scientists applied Darwin’s theory to humans, and called it Social Darwinism. 

• They believed that the various human races were at different stages in the process of evolution. 

• It seemed to offer a scientific explanation for the unequal levels of technology in different parts of the 
world.



SOCIAL DARWINISM

• Social Darwinists believed that there was a hierarchy of races, and that the Europeans were the most 
advanced because they had developed better technology and had conquered large parts of the world. 

• They used this belief to justify colonial expansion, believing that Europeans had a right to take land and 
force other people to work for them. 

• They saw it as part of the process of the survival of the fittest. 

• However, Social Darwinism was based on a misunderstanding of Darwin’s theory. 

• Darwin believed that a whole species was constantly adapting to changing environments in the process 
of evolution. 

• He did not suggest that there were superior societies, cultures or races.



APARTHEID AND THE MYTH OF ‘RACE’

• Apartheid was an institutionalised system of racial segregation (separation) enforced by the white 
National Party (NP) government in South Africa from 1948 to 1994. 

• The term ‘apartheid’ comes from the Afrikaans word meaning ‘separateness’. 

• It indicates how the NP government used the myth of ‘race’ to say that black people (as well as 
coloured and Indian people) were a different ‘race’ from white people, and so they had to be given 
their own separate places where they could develop their societies. 

• So, all people in South Africa were classified by race, and in this way the NP government justified its 
apartheid laws that reserved civil rights (including land ownership and the country’s wealth) for white 
people and denied them to black people.



STEREOTYPES

• Identify a stereotype you know of or have heard of.

• Write out how the stereotype is false.

• What do you understand a stereotype is?

• Define the term stereotype based on the worldly definition of what the term means.



STEREOTYPES



LET’S TAKE A 
LOOK

Open Google and research 
the term stereotype.

Are there different types of 
stereotyping?

What are they?

Write them Down in your 
book.



ACTIVITY 1

• Complete activity 1: Find and interpret information about race from sources.

• Based on the BLM movement identify the core nature of the movement.

• Take a look at the sources within your textbook and relate them to the ideas of the different categories of 
racism within society.

• Identify one modern day form of racism that falls within each of the identified categories of racism. (You will 
need for identifications for each category- so four different race related issues in modern day society)



1948 NATIONAL PARTY AND APARTHEID
UNIT 3



KEY TERM

• Bantustan:

• Areas established by the apartheid government for black people to 
govern themselves.

• Forced removals:

• The removal of people from areas by the government, using force.

• Grand apartheid:

• The National Party government’s plan to enforce complete 
separation among all races in South Africa.

• The Native’s Land Act:

• An act that was in effect in 1913 and that allocated about 87% of 
the land to white people.

• Racial segregation:

• The separation of people based on their racial lines.



RACIAL SEGREGATION BEFORE APARTHEID

• Racial segregation in South Africa began during colonial times, when powerful nations like Britain took control of 
South Africa and tried to impose British culture and language. 

• After the British defeated the Boers in the South African War (1899–1902), negotiations led to the Union of South 
Africa and the South Africa Act (1910), which gave white people complete political control over all other race groups 
and excluded black South Africans politically from South Africa. 

• There were other laws as well, such as the Natives’ Land Act (1913) that allocated about 87% of the land to white 
people, the Urban Areas Act (1923) that introduced residential segregation and provided cheap black labour for 
industries owned by white people, and the Colour Bar Act (1926) that reserved skilled jobs for white people. 

• Most racial segregation and many laws were designed to protect white people economically, and segregation was not 
structural, the way apartheid would be, because it did not legally force the different ‘races’ in South Africa to be 
completely separate.



THE MAIN APARTHEID LAWS IN A 
BROAD OUTLINE
• After World War II the Herstigte (‘Reformed’ or ‘Pure’) National Party (HNP) came into power in 

1948. 

• (It formed the National Party that ruled South Africa until 1994, when the first democratic 
elections were held.) 

• The National Party (NP) immediately set about ‘legalising’ apartheid by passing many repressive 
and discriminatory laws. 

• What made South Africa’s apartheid era different to the racial segregation people experienced 
before 1948 was the systematic way in which the NP formalised and ‘legalised’ it through the 
law. 

• Although the NP government passed more than 40 apartheid laws, some of these laws paved 
the way for ‘grand apartheid’.

• This was the NP government’s plan to enforce complete separation – socially, politically, 
economically, educationally and culturally – among all ‘races’ in South Africa. 



THE MAIN APARTHEID LAWS IN A BROAD OUTLINE

• These are some of the main ‘grand apartheid’ laws:

• Prohibition of Mixed Marriages Act: Act No 55 of 1949: This Act prohibited marriages between white people and 
other races.

• Immorality Amendment Act: Act No 21 of 1950, amended in 1957 (Act 23): This Act prohibited sex between white 
people and black people, and later between white people and all other races.

• Population Registration Act: Act No 30 of 1950: This Act led to the creation of a national register in which every 
person’s ‘race’ was recorded. A Race Classification Board took the final decision on what a person’s ‘race’ was in 
disputed cases.

• Group Areas Act: Act No. 41 of 1950: This Act forced physical separation between races by creating different 
residential areas for them. It led to the forced removals of people living in the ‘wrong’ areas.

• Separate Representation of Voters Act: Act No. 46 of 1951: This Act enforced racial segregation, and was part of a 
deliberate process to remove all non-white people from the voters’ roll and revoke the Cape Qualified Franchise 
system.



THE MAIN APARTHEID LAWS IN A BROAD OUTLINE

• Bantu Authorities Act: Act No. 68 of 1951: This Act provided for the establishment of black homelands and 
regional authorities.

• Natives (Abolition of Passes and Co-ordination of Documents) Act: Act No. 67 of 1952: Commonly known as the 
Pass Laws, this Act forced black people to carry identification with them at all times. It was a criminal offence to 
be unable to produce a pass when required to do so by the police.

• Bantu Education Act: Act No. 47 of 1953: This Act established a Black Education Department in the Department 
of Native Affairs which would create a curriculum that suited the ‘nature and requirements of the black 
people’.



THE MAIN APARTHEID LAWS IN A BROAD OUTLINE

• Reservation of Separate Amenities Act: Act No 49 of 1953: This Act enforced segregation in all public places and 
public transport with the aim of eliminating contact between whites and other races. ‘Europeans Only’ and 
‘Non-Europeans Only’ signs were put up.

• The Extension of University Education Act: Act 45 of 1959: This Act prevented Africans from attending white 
universities. ‘Tribal’ university colleges were established for Africans at Fort Hare, Turfloop and Ngoye.

• The Promotion of Bantu Self-Government Act: Act No. 46 of 1959: This Act allowed for the transformation of 
reserves into ‘fully fledged independent Bantustans’ which would also divide black people into ‘ethnically’ 
separate groups.



ACTIVITY 1 AND 2

• Complete activity 1: Match the information within your textbook 
about racial segregation and racism to modern day occurences
or to recent events highlighted within the 21st Century.

• Complete activity 2: Develop a definition of apartheid using the 
text and the sources in your textbook.

• HOWEVER:

• Design your own definition.

• Cast light on societal views of racism past and present.

• Identify the deeply entrenched impacts of racism within South Africa, 
America as well as within one other society you have researched with 
valid sources.



CASE STUDY: THE GROUP AREAS ACT: 
SOPHIATOWN FORCED REMOVALS

UNIT 3



THE GROUP AREAS 
ACT 1950

• The Group Areas Act of 1950 determined where people could 
live on the basis of their ‘race’. 

• Lines were drawn on town and city maps, which set aside certain 
areas where only whites, coloureds, Indians and Africans were 
allowed to live. 

• Any black person living in a so-called white area had to be 
removed to a new area set aside for black occupation. 

• White people were allowed to live in the most attractive and 
valuable parts of South Africa. Suburbs for white people were 
nearer to the business parts of the cities.

• In this unit, we will learn about just one example of how the 
Group Areas Act destroyed a community− the forced removal of 
the people of Sophiatown in 1955.



SOPHIATOWN
BEFORE 1955

• Sophiatown was situated near the centre of the city of 
Johannesburg. It was a racially mixed suburb that was 
home to about 70 000 people, most of them Africans.

• Parts of Sophiatown were a slum, and its residents were 
aware of that. 

• It was a suburb of contradictions – on the one hand, it was 
filthy and overcrowded. 

• On the other hand, it was home to a developing urban 
black culture. It was vibrant, full of activity and excitement.



SOURCE I: SOPHIATOWN’S
POPULATION IN THE 1940S

• 54 000 Africans

• 3 000 ‘coloureds’

• 1 500 Indians

• 686 Chinese

• Most of the white people had moved to smarter neighbouring
suburbs.

• Brink, E. Report of the Division of
Institutional Advancement, University
of Johannesburg. 2010, p. 91.



SOURCE J: A DESCRIPTION OF SOPHIATOWN BY BLOKE MODISANE, A JOURNALIST, ACTOR AND WRITER OF PLAYS AND 
FICTION. HE WAS BORN AND RAISED IN SOPHIATOWN.

• Sophiatown was the most perfect experiment in non-racial community living … On the whole, people lived a 
raceless existence. Whatever else Sophiatown was, it was home …. We took the ugliness of life in a slum and 
wove a kind of beauty.

• Quoted in Blame me on History. (1963) London:
Thames and Hudson.



SOURCE K:

FATHER TREVOR HUDDLESTON WAS A PRIEST AT SOPHIATOWN’S ANGLICAN CHURCH OF CHRIST 
THE KING FROM 

BLOKE MODISANE GREW UP IN SOPHIATOWN. HE WORKED AS A JOURNALIST 
FOR DRUM MAGAZINE IN THE EARLY 1950S.1943 TO 1955

Father Trevor huddleston Bloke modisane



SOURCE L: A 
DESCRIPTION OF 
SOPHIATOWN’S 

CHILDREN

• You will be walking across the playground and suddenly feel a 
tug at your sleeve or a pressure on your knee: and then there 
will be a sticky hand in yours. … You are home. Your children are 
around you − ten of them, a hundred, a thousand: you belong to 
them and they will never let you forget it.

• Father Trevor Huddleston, in Naught for my
Comfort, Doubleday, 1956.



SOURCE M: A 
COMMENT 
ABOUT 
SOPHIATOWN

Sophiatown was crime-ridden, 
yet heaved with music and 
wishes and dreams.

Adapted from Coplan, D. 
1985. In Township Tonight!
University of Chicago Press, p. 
13



Source N: A photograph of part of Sophiatown in the early 1950s

Source O: Sophiatown set new trends in fashion: Miriam Makeba
(middle), a popular singer, dressed stylishly and influenced fashion 
amongst her friends and audiences in Sophiatown



Source P: Sophiatown’s shebeens showcased 
world class jazz music

Source Q: Drum Magazine reflected the dynamic changes were taking place among urban black South 
Africans. Magazine writers and photographers changed the way black people were represented in society.



ACTIVITY 3

COMPLETE ACTIVITY 3: EVALUATE ALL THE GIVEN SOURCES AND DEVELOP 
AN ARGUMENT ABOUT THE SOPHIATOWN FORCED REMOVALS.



CASE STUDY: SOPHIATOWN FORCED REMOVALS

• By the early 1950s, the apartheid government was making plans for the destruction of Sophiatown and for the 
removal of its residents. Residents, and political activists who protested against the removal, resisted the 
government’s plans.

• The African National Congress (ANC) led an anti-removal campaign. It held public rallies which attracted 
thousands of people. They chanted the slogan “Ons dak nie, ons phola hier” (We won’t move, we live here).

• But, in 1955, 2 000 policemen armed with guns, knobkieries and rifles began to move the community of 
Sophiatown out of their homes.

• Africans were moved to the newly constructed township of Meadowlands in Soweto, many miles to the 
southwest of Johannesburg. The ‘coloured’ people were moved to Eldorado Park, in the south of 
Johannesburg; the Indian community to Lenasia and the Chinese people to central Johannesburg.



THE RESIDENTS OF 
SOPHIATOWN 

RESISTED 
REMOVAL



SOURCE R: A 
DESCRIPTION OF 

WHY THE 
COMMUNITY OF 

SOPHIATOWN
WAS DESTROYED

• …the Government’s scheme was not slum-clearance but 
robbery: robbery carried out in the interests of and under 
pressure from the neighbouring white suburbs.

• Father Trevor Huddleston, in Naught for my
Comfort, Doubleday, 1956



SOURCE S: A 
DESCRIPTION OF 

THE FEELINGS OF 
A SOPHIATOWN 

RESIDENT

• My mind recoiled with anger and a little with fear, I had not 
realised the scope of the destruction; it was a wasteland …

• Bloke Modisane, in Blame Me on
History. (1963) Lodon: Thames and
Hudson



South African Police arrived in trucks to force 
people to move from Sophiatown

Sophiatown, after it was bulldozed, evacuated and destroyed under the Group Areas Act. Sophiatown was 
rebuilt into a white working class suburb called ‘Triomf,’ meaning ‘victory’ in Afrikaans.



SOURCE T: JANE DAKILE RECALLS THE MOMENT WHEN 
OFFICIALS CAME TO FORCE HER OUT OF THEIR HOME

• Jane Dakile recalls the moment, at 5.30am on Thursday, 10 November 1958, when officials came to force her 
family out:

• ‘Before we had even opened the door, I just heard the hammer on the pillar of the veranda… a big sound that 
made me wonder if I was dying. That sound went right into my heart and I shall never forget it … We had to 
take everything and throw it outside, imagine taking your washing just as it is, a chair just as it is … I felt such 
pity for my husband … because he had built that house with his … bare hands. That house was our one and 
only little kingdom. We had our freedom there in Sophiatown and that day I felt we were losing our rights … my 
friends in the yard and that old spirit of the people I lived with.’



ACTIVITY 4 • Complete activity 4: Analyse the cause and effect of the 
Sophiatown forced removals.



CASE STUDY: BANTUSTANS: 
FORCED REMOVAL: PEOPLE OF 

MOGOPA TO BOPHUTHATSWANA
UNIT 4



WHAT A BANTUSTAN WAS

• In the 1960s, the Prime Minister, Dr H F Verwoerd developed the principles of 
separation of the ‘races’ even further. The government turned the reserves (created 
by the 1913 Land Act) into ten separate ‘homelands’, or ‘Bantustans’. Ten 
‘homelands’ were created.

• Every African in South Africa would belong to one of these ‘homelands’, based on 
the language they spoke. 

• Verwoerd claimed that these homelands were, in effect, separate and independent 
‘countries’. Africans would have full political rights in these ‘homelands’. 

• They would be able to vote for their own rulers. 

• They would develop separately and independently from whites. 

• About three and a half million black people were moved, because they were living 
on land that the government declared was for white people only.



WHAT A BANTUSTAN WAS

• The government wanted to show the rest of the world that it was a democratic 
country in which all its citizens had the right to vote. 

• They argued that blacks were not denied their political rights. 

• They were allowed to vote in their homelands. 

• They did not have political rights in South Africa, because they were not citizens of 
South Africa. 

• No international community recognised that the homelands were separate and 
independent countries.



BANTUSTANS

• Ten different Bantustans were created by emphasising differences, such as language and culture. The 
government hoped to use the principle of ‘divide and rule’ to prevent the growth of African nationalism, which 
might threaten the state.

• Let’s take a look.



SOURCE U: A MAP 
OF THE 

BANTUSTANS



THE IMPACT OF 
THE BANTUSTANS 
ON THE LIVES OF 

ORDINARY PEOPLE

• The government began to force black people living in ‘white’ areas to move 
into the Bantustans. 

• This policy of forced removals caused enormous hardship for African people. 
Not only did people lose their land, but they were unable to make a living in 
the reserves. 

• The Bantustans were poverty stricken. 

• There were usually no facilities like clinics, schools, libraries or sports stadia, 
and no jobs in these areas. Families were split up as the men had to go to the 
‘white’ cities to look for work, and mothers stayed in the reserves to look after 
the children. 

• The men were not allowed to stay in the cities permanently but had to return 
to the reserves every few months or so. 

• This usually meant that they lived in workers’ hostels, or in African townships, 
under poor conditions, while they worked in the city. 

• Mothers relied on money sent to them by their husbands, to support 
themselves and their children.



SOURCE V: LIFE IN 
A ‘RESETTLEMENT’ 

CAMP

• Kammaskraal is a resettlement camp in a remote area of the 
Ciskei. It has a population of 1 000. The present inhabitants were 
moved there in May and June 1980. They were given tents, and 
rations for three days. There is no employment in the area so 
most people depend on migrant wages.

• Kammaskraal is a place of hunger and despair. All around there 
are people sitting alone or in small groups, listless and apathetic. 
‘We are starving here… We live on samp because mielie meal is 
too expensive and we save that for the children. When the food 
runs out, we try and borrow from neighbours.’

• Bad health was also due to a lack of proper sanitation and a 
polluted water supply. Toilets are holes in the ground under a 
zinc shelter.



CONTINUED

• The lack of food creates other problems. For example, 
malnutrition makes it difficult for children to learn … 
Malnutrition also makes it hard to find employment.

• ‘People are dying like flies, no money, no food, no blankets. The 
people live in a tent – it’s wet, damp and cold. They are dying 
here.’

• Vukani Makhosikazi, CIIR, 1985, pp. 179-180



SOURCE W: PHOTOGRAPH OF 
A ‘RESETTLEMENT’ CAMP. 
PEOPLE WERE FORCED TO 

MOVE TO THESE 
‘RESETTLEMENT’ CAMPS. THE 
ONLY FACILITIES PROVIDED AT 

THIS CAMP IN THE CISKEI 
WERE TOILETS.



ACTIVITY 5

COMPLETE ACTIVITY 5: ANALYSE
THE MAP AND SOURCES ABOUT 
HOMELANDS:

1. IDENTIFY THE STATE OF 
DEGREDATION FACED BY 
THESE RESTRICTIONS.

2. REVIEW THE SOURCES THAT
DETAIL THE INFORMATION
RELATING TO THE 
HOMELANDS.



CASE STUDY: THE PEOPLE OF MOGOPA ARE FORCED 
TO MOVE TO BOPHUTHATSWANA

• Bophuthatswana was the Bantustan for Setswana-speaking people. 

• It consisted of seven pieces of land in three different provinces of South Africa. All Setswana-speaking people 
became citizens of Bophuthatswana. 

• The South African government claimed that each Bantustan was the real homeland for a particular ethnic
group, Bophuthatswana for the Batswana. 

• In fact, almost half of all Batswana live outside Bophuthatswana while one-third of Bophuthatswana residents 
are non-Batswana.

• Bophuthatswana was declared ‘independent’ of South Africa in 1976.

• In the election of 1977, only 600 people voted, which showed that the Bophuthatswana government was 
rejected by the Batswana.



SOURCE X: AN ELDERLY 
WOMAN AT A KGOTLA, 

PROTESTING AGAINST THE 
INCORPORATION OF HER 

COMMUNITY OF MOGOPA 
INTO BOPHUTHATSWANA



CONTINUED

• The Bophuthatswana government was headed by President Lucas Mangope. 

• He received a very large salary from the South African government. 

• The Bantustan remained very poor, with most of its residents working as migrant workers outside 
Bophutatswana, on white-owned mines, businesses and farms.

• Mogopa was a productive farming community. The community of Mogopa lived in a ‘black spot’ in a 
white area. 

• They were ordered to move to Pachsdraai, in Bophuthatswana.

• Then a removal squad arrived with tractors, trucks and buses, and camped on their land.

• Challenged in court for trespassing, the government backed down temporarily.



CONTINUED

• But soon the people of Mogopa received an order to leave by November 29, 1983. 

• Hundreds of supporters - black and white, church people, students, political groups and the press, 
arrived to wait with the Mogopa people for the government trucks. 

• They did not come. 

• The supporters returned home. 

• The Mogopa people began to rebuild their battered community. 

• They raised money to buy a new water pump. 

• The men rebuilt the school. 

• The women repaired the roads.



SOURCE Y: A 
DESCRIPTION OF 

THE 
GOVERNMENT’S 

RESPONSE TO THE 
REFUSAL OF THE 

PEOPLE OF 
MOGOPA TO 

MOVE

• They refused to move. The government, confronted by organized 
and strong resistance, mounted a counterattack. It imposed a 
new corrupt chief whom the community refused to recognize. 
Bulldozers razed the school, the church, and some houses. It 
withdrew services-no pensions were paid out, no annual labour
contracts were issued and the bus service was suspended. Still 
the people of Mogopa stood fast.

• Southern Africa Perspectives: Black dispossession in South Africa:
The myth of Bantustan Independence. Volume 2, 1984.



SOURCE Z: A MOTHER WITH 
HER BABY, BORN SHORTLY 

AFTER BEING FORCIBLY 
REMOVED FROM MOGOPA.



SOURCE AA: A 
DESCRIPTION OF 

THE FORCED 
REMOVAL

• But in the early hours of the morning of February 14, 1984, 
heavily armed police arrived in Mogopa. No outsiders were 
allowed in. Lawyers, priests, diplomats and the press were all 
turned away at the entrance. The police, working with dogs, 
forcibly loaded people and belongings onto buses and trucks and 
took them to Pachsdraai. They arrived to a barren welcome, 
with their furniture broken, many belongings lost. Pachsdraai
offered little. It was far from towns and job opportunities. The 
depleted soil was unsuitable for the non-irrigated farming that 
was the basis of their subsistence agriculture, and the hated 
imposed chief headman was given complete control of all 
resources.

• Southern Africa Perspectives: Black dispossession in South Africa: 
The myth of Bantustan Independence. Volume 2, 1984



ACTIVITY 6
COMPLETE ACTIVITY 6: DRAW 
CONCLUSIONS ABOUT THE 
BOPHUTHATSWANA 
BANTUSTAN FROM THE GIVEN 
EVIDENCE.



1950S: REPRESSION AND NON-
VIOLENT RESISTANCE TO 

APARTHEID
SUB-TOPIC 4



KEY TERMS

• Bill of Rights:

• The collective name for the first ten amendments to the United States 
Constitution.

• Congress of the People:

• Meetings held in Kliptown held on the 26 June 1955 to lay out the vision of 
the South African people as expressed in the Freedom Charter.

• Communism:

• A system of social organization in which all economic and social activity is 
controlled by the state, the wealth of the country is shared by the citizens, all 
property is owned by the community and each person contributes and 
receives according to their ability and need.

• Defiance campaign:

• A campaign against injust laws presented by the ANC in December of 1951.

• Freedom Charter:

• The statement of care principals of the South African Congress Alliance.

• Inclusive Nationalism:

• A system of nationalism in which all people help the country reach its goals.



KEY TERMS

• Mass mobilization:

• Mobilisation of civilians in a country for a political purpose.

• Programme of Action:

• A programme for actively doing something.

• Repression:

• A state of forcing laws on people and restricting their freedom.

• Treason trial of 1956:

• A trial in which 156 people, including Nelson Mandela, were 
arrested in a raid and accused of treason in South Africa in 1956 
(treason is the crime of betraying one’s country and carried the 
death sentence in Apartheid South Africa)



REPRESSION AND RESPONSES

• Initially, some leaders of the African National Congress (the ANC, formed as the South African Native National 
Congress in 1912) welcomed the implementation of apartheid, because they thought it would result in greater 
resistance and so would bring the day when the entire racial system would be overturned. 

• They did not imagine that this system would survive for over 40 years. 

• However, as apartheid became more entrenched, those who opposed it began to realise that it was an 
extremely oppressive system that was gradually becoming more aggressive towards those who opposed it.



SACP BANNED

• The Revolution of 1917 in Russia had a very big influence on the 
history of the twentieth century. 

• The ideas from this revolution like ‘Workers of the World Unite’ 
and from leaders like Lenin and Trotsky, inspired poor people to 
take action against the rich, all over the world. 

• A Communist Party was started in South Africa in 1921.



SOURCE A: THE EMBLEM 
OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN 

COMMUNIST PARTY IS 
BASED ON THE SOVIET 

UNION’S SYMBOL OF THE 
HAMMER AND THE SICKLE



COMMUNIST PARTY OF SOUTH AFRICA BANNED

• From the 1930s to the 1950s the Communist Party of South Africa (CPSA), as the party was called before it became the SACP, 
engaged in mass struggles against repression throughout the country. 

• In 1946 the CPSA and the African Mine Workers’ Union organised a large strike in the Witwatersrand to demand a wage of 10 
shillings per day (about four times what they were earning). 

• The strike meant that 11 of the 45 mines on the Witwatersrand came to a standstill. 

• The strike lasted four days and more than 500 people were charged with conspiring to contravene War Measure 45 of 1942, 
which prohibited black people from striking.

• The Suppression of Communism Act: Act No. 44 of 1950, outlawed communism and the Communist Party in South Africa. 

• The government feared that the communists were planning to take over the country and by banning the organisation they 
hoped to stop them from doing so. 

• The CPSA was declared illegal in 1950. The party went underground and in 1953 relaunched itself as theSouth African 
Communist Party. 



COMMUNIST PARTY OF SOUTH AFRICA BANNED

• T he name change emphasised the party’s orientation towards the particular concerns of South Africans. The banning of the SACP meant that:

• the State President had the power to declare any organisation illegal if it was seen as a threat to the government

• SACP members could not attend gatherings at certain times or periods

• SACP members were not eligible for election to parliament if they were active supporters of an illegal organisation

• the state president had the power to prohibit the printing, publishing or distribution of a publication if he was convinced that the 
publication promoted the principles of communism

• the movements of certain people were restricted.

• The Act contained a large number of penalties. 

• For example, people who performed acts seen as promoting communism were guilty of an offence and could be imprisoned for up to ten years. 

• Certain offences were punishable with the penalty for high treason, which involved at least five years’ imprisonment and sometimes even the 
death penalty.



THE ANC’S 
PROGRAMME OF 

ACTION

• The ANC was inspired to achieve national freedom after 
apartheid was implemented. The Programme of Action called on 
the ANC to embark on mass action, involving civil disobedience, 
strikes, boycotts and other forms of non-violent resistance.



THE ANC’S PROGRAMME OF ACTION

• This is an adapted version of The Programme of Action: Statement of Policy adopted at the ANC Annual Conference, 17 
December 1949.

• The fundamental principles of the Programme of Action of the African National Congress (ANC) are inspired by the desire 
to achieve national freedom. By national freedom we mean freedom from white domination and to achieve political 
independence...

• Like all other people the African people claim the right of self-determination. With this goal in mind... [we] will continue to 
fight for political rights listed in our Bill of Rights, such as:

• The right of direct representation in all the governing bodies of the country – national, provincial and local – and we 
resolve to work for the ending of all different organisations or bodies specially created for Africans...

• To achieve these objectives the following Programme of Action is suggested:

• the creation of a national fund to finance the struggle for national liberation.

• the appointment of a committee to organise an appeal for funds and to devise ways and means therefore.

• the regular use of propaganda material through the usual press, newsletter or other means to distribute our ideas 
in order to raise the standard of political awareness; and the establishment of a national press.



THE ANC’S PROGRAMME OF ACTION

• Appointment of a council of action whose function should be to carry into effect... the Programme of Action... 
to work for:

• the closure of all different political institutions, the boycotting of which we accept, and to undertake a 
campaign to educate our people on this issue and, in addition, to employ the following weapons: 
immediate and active boycott, strike, civil disobedience, non-co-operation and such other means as may 
bring about the achievement and realisation of our goal.

• preparations and making of plans for a national stoppage of work for one day as a mark of protest 
against the reactionary policy of the government.

• Economic:

• The establishment of commercial, industrial, transport and other enterprises in both urban and rural 
areas.

• Consolidation of the industrial organisation of the workers for the improvement of their standard of 
living.

• ’ The study of the economic and social conditions in the reserves and other African settlements to work 
out ways for their development and establishment of industries and other enterprises to create 
employment.



THE ANC’S PROGRAMME OF ACTION

• Education:
The African National Congress must work out ways and means for:

• Raising the standard of Africans in the commercial, industrial and other enterprises and workers in their workers’ 
organisations by means of providing a common educational forum.

• Establishment of national centres of education for the purpose of training and educating African youth and provision of 
large scale scholarships acceptable in various overseas countries.

• Cultural:

• To unite the cultural with the educational and national struggle.

• The establishment of a national academy of arts and sciences.



UNDERSTANDING THE ANC’S PROGRAMME OF 
ACTION

• Work on your own. Refer to the Programme of Action (SOURCE 10) on pages 209 and 210 to answer the questions.

• In your own words, explain the main goal of the Programme of Action.

• Which ‘weapons’ were to be used in achieving this goal?

• What does this tell you about the ANC at that time?

• Why did the Programme of Action emphasise the following?

• Ending the organisations or bodies specially created for black South Africans.

• Economics and education.

• Since the ANC came to power in 1994, to what extent do you think it has achieved its political, economic and educational aims as
described in the Programme of Action? Explain your answers.

• How useful is this source in helping us understand the goals of the ANC in 1949?



CHIEF ALBERT 
LUTHULI

• Work in pairs. Revise how to analyse who Chief Albert Luthuli was, in terms of:

• His leadership skills.

• His personality.

• His beliefs.

• The changes he brought about.

• Research the Nobel Prize awarded to Chief Albert Luthuli, and answer the questions 
that follow:

• What is the Nobel Peace Prize?

• Why was it awarded to Albert Luthuli?

• Why do you think the apartheid government allowed him to travel to Oslo to 
accept the award?

• According to the sources, what was the vision of the ANC?

• Why do you think it would have been easier for black people to hate those in 
power?

• How does Chief Albert Luthuli advocate for the demolition of the system of 
apartheid and racial segregation?



THE DEFIANCE CAMPAIGN

• In December 1949, with the support of the ANC Youth League, a new leadership came to power in the ANC. 

• Walter Sisulu was elected secretary-general and a number of Youth Leaguers were elected to the national executive, including Oliver Tambo, 
Sisulu’s successor.

• After the banning of the Communist Party (June 1950) and its newspaper, The Guardian (May 1952), the ANC, the South African Indian 
Congress (SAIC) and the Franchise Action Council (a coloured organisation in the Cape) met in July 1951 to plan a resistance campaign against 
discriminatory laws. 

• On this occasion, a Joint Planning Council was appointed to make the necessary recommendations. The recommendation was that the 
Nationalist government must, before 29 February 1952, repeal the Group Areas Act, the Separate Representatives of Voters Act, the 
Suppression of Communism Act and the Bantu Authorities Act. 

• It stated that should the government refuse, a countrywide campaign of resistance to those laws would be launched. This became known as 
the Defiance Campaign. 

• The ANC president (Dr JS Moroka) and the secretary (WM Sisulu) wrote a letter to the prime minister, Dr DF Malan, demanding the repeal of 
those laws before 29 February 1952. Malan warned that if the ANC incited blacks to disobey the law, offenders would be punished.



THE INFLUENCE OF MAHATMA GANDHI ON THE 
DEFIANCE CAMPAIGN

• Mahatma Gandhi was the leader of the Indian nationalist movement against British rule, and is considered the father of his country. 

• As a pioneer of Satyagraha, or resistance through mass, non-violent civil disobedience (also known as passive resistance), he became one of 
the major political and spiritual leaders of his time.

• His goal was to help poor farmers and labourers protest oppressive taxation and discrimination. 

• He struggled to alleviate poverty, liberate women and put an end to caste (class) discrimination.

• Gandhi studied law in London, but in 1893 came to South Africa, where he spent 20 years fighting discrimination before going back to India. 

• His presence in South Africa between 1893 and 1914 had an important influence on the country, especially in terms of using non-violent 
resistance to fight causes. 

• For example, after the passing of the Asiatic Registration Act in 1908, Gandhi called on Indians to defy the new law through strikes, refusing to 
register, burning their registration cards and other forms of non-violent resistance. 

• He said they should suffer the punishment for doing these non-violent things, rather than resist through violent means.



MAHATMA GANDHI CAME 
TO SOUTH AFRICA AND 

TAUGHT HIS FOLLOWERS 
THAT NON-VIOLENCE IS A 

GREATER FORCE THAN ANY 
WEAPON



THE EVENTS OF THE DEFIANCE CAMPAIGN

• The ANC was not intimidated by Malan’s warning and decided to go ahead with their plan. 

• Nelson Mandela was elected national volunteer-in-chief of the Defiance Campaign. 

• In the first months of 1952 he travelled the country organising resistance to discriminatory legislation. 

• Leaders of the ANC and the Indian Congress spoke at different meetings in larger cities and reminded their 
audiences of the ways the white people oppressed other races. 

• The actual campaign of resistance started on 26 June 1952. 

• For the first time in South African history Africans, Indians and coloured people united in action for one 
common goal. This unity continued throughout the campaign.

• Protestors contravened pass laws, entered waiting rooms and railway coaches reserved for whites, used white 
entrances at post offices, ignored curfews, entered locations without permits and sat on benches marked 
‘Whites only’. 



THE EVENTS OF THE DEFIANCE CAMPAIGN

• Resistance was accompanied by singing of liberation songs. When the offenders were arrested, they offered no 
resistance and pleaded not guilty in court. 

• They refused to pay fines, preferring to go to prison. During the campaign more than 8 000 people went to jail 
for defying apartheid laws and regulations. 

• The government became worried and arrested the national leaders of the campaign in Johannesburg and the 
Eastern Cape. 

• They were charged under the Suppression of Communism Act with promoting communism. 

• They were tried in the Johannesburg Magistrates’ Court in December 1952, where they received suspended 
sentences. The campaign came to a formal end in January 1953.



Source J: Black people got into ‘Whites Only’ train carriages during 
the Defiance Campaign. The fist symbolised strength in unity and the 
upright thumb symbolised optimism that the struggle would succeed.

Source K: Black male South Africans were required to carry pass 
books. In this photograph, Nelson Mandela burns his passbook in 
defiance of the law.



SOURCE L: WOMEN 
BEING ARRESTED 

BY POLICE DURING 
THE DEFIANCE 

CAMPAIGN



IMPORTANCE OF 
THE DEFIANCE 

CAMPAIGN

• The Defiance Campaign was an important event in the struggle 
against apartheid for a number of reasons. 

• Firstly, the ANC’s membership increased by tens of thousands, 
making it a very big organisation. 

• Secondly, it showed the ANC how effective mass 
mobilisation could be.

• Thirdly, it demonstrated the potential power of African 
leadership and its organisational skill and discipline. 

• Fourthly, it marked a transition in the ANC from being 
a moderate organisation to being a more militant one. 

• And finally, it marked the beginning of non-racial co-operation in 
the resistance to apartheid that would be strengthened by the 
formation of the Congress Alliance in 1954 in the run up to the 
Congress of the People.



THE DEFIANCE 
CAMPAIGN LED TO 

THE FORMATION 
OF THE 

FOLLOWING:

• The Defiance Campaign also led to the formation of resistance 
organisations:

• The Coloured People’s Congress

• The Congress of (white) Democrats

• A Congress Alliance, which played a crucial role in promoting 
multi-racial resistance to apartheid in subsequent years.

• The Defiance Campaign also initiated an 
international solidarity movement against apartheid. The 
following organisations were formed outside South Africa:

• the Defence and Aid Fund for South Africa in London

• the American Committee on Africa in New York, initiating the 
international solidarity movement with the South African 
struggle.



MARTIN LUTHER KING 
WAS A PROMINENT 

ACTIVIST IN THE CIVIL 
RIGHTS MOVEMENT IN 

THE USA. HE 
SUPPORTED THE ANTI-

APARTHEID 
MOVEMENT IN SOUTH 

AFRICA.



ACTIVITY 3

• Complete activity 3: Use the given sources to analyse
information about the Defiance Campaign.

• What does this information say about:

• The importance of the Defiance Campaign

• The starting point of the Defiance Campaign

• The aim and goal of the Defiance Campaign

• The relevance of the Defiance Campaign in terms of the BLM
movement



FREEDOM 
CHARTER AND 

TREASON TRIAL
UNIT 4



FREEDOM 
CHARTER AND 

TREASON TRIAL

• Prof ZK Matthews, the leader of the Cape ANC, put forward the 
idea of the Freedom Charter at the ANC Cape Conference held in 
Cradock in August 1953. This Charter would lead to the Treason 
Trial of 1956.



THE FREEDOM 
CHARTER

• On 26 June 1955, about 3 000 representatives of resistance 
organisations gathered in Kliptown, Soweto, 40 km south of 
Johannesburg. 

• They were the Congress of the People and they had gathered to 
adopt the Freedom Charter.



DRAWING UP OF THE FREEDOM CHARTER

• After the Defiance Campaign, the apartheid government used banning orders and house arrest to 
clamp down heavily on resistance leaders from the ANC, the SAIC and other organisations. 

• Nonetheless, after ZK Matthews proposed the Freedom Charter, leaders from the ANC, SAIC, the 
Congress of Democrats and the Coloured People’s Organisation (later the SA Coloured People’s 
Congress) met at Frasers on the lower Tugela in Natal in March 1954. 

• A National Action Council for the Congress of the People, composed of eight representatives of each 
participating body, was founded. In early 1955 the National Action Council of the Congress of the 
People issued a leaflet titled ‘Call to the Congress of the People’. 

• It called on all people, black and white, to send in their grievances and their ideas for the kind of 
South Africa they wanted. 



DRAWING UP OF 
THE FREEDOM 

CHARTER

• This extract from the ANC website explains how the 
contributions for the Freedom Charter were obtained and how 
the document was drawn up:

• In 1955, the ANC sent out fifty thousand volunteers countrywide 
to collect ‘freedom demands’ from the people of South Africa. 

• This system was designed to give all South Africans equal rights. 
Demands from the people included ‘Land to be given to all 
landless people’, ‘Living wages and shorter hours of work’, ‘Free 
and compulsory education, irrespective of colour, race or 
nationality’. 

• They were synthesised into the final document by ANC leaders 
including ZK Mathews and Lionel ‘Rusty’ Bernstein.
(Source: About the Freedom Charter, 
www.anc.org.za/show.php?id=72)



ADOPTING THE FREEDOM CHARTER: CONGRESS OF THE 
PEOPLE

• The Congress Alliance was made up of the ANC, the SAIC, the Coloured People’s Organisation, the South African Congress of 
Trade Unions (SACTU), and the Congress of Democrats – white South Africans who identified with the movement. 

• Of the total of 2 884 delegates, 721 were women. 

• There were 2 186 African delegates, 320 Indian delegates, 230 coloured delegates, as well as 112 whites.

• The Congress of the People was held over two days, with delegates from all over the country. 

• Because Albert Luthuli (ANC President) and Dr TM Dadoo (SAIC President) were both banned from attending the meeting, a 
white man, Pieter Beyleveld of the Congress of the Democrats, was elected chairperson. 

• The various clauses of the Charter, based on the ‘freedom demands’ that had been collected from people across South Africa, 
were introduced. 

• Delegates at the Congress of the People were given an opportunity to comment on the clauses and then to indicate 
acceptance of them by a show of hands.



IMPORTANCE OF THE FREEDOM CHARTER

• Known for its famous clause – The People Shall Govern! – the Freedom Charter was an alternative 
vision to the repressive policies of the apartheid state. 

• It was based on the principle of equal rights for all races and called for democracy, human rights, 
land reform, labour rights and nationalisation. 

• It became a powerful force in uniting people of all races in a common struggle for the elimination of 
apartheid and the establishment of a non-racial democratic state. 

• It guided ANC policy throughout the struggle against apartheid and became the foundation of South 
Africa’s Bill of Rights in the Constitution of 1996.



SOURCE M: THIS 
PHOTOGRAPH SHOWS 

THE HISTORIC 
CONGRESS OF THE 

PEOPLE IN KLIPTOWN, 
1955



SOURCE N: THE 
FREEDOM 
CHARTER

• We, the people of South Africa, declare for all our country and the world to 
know: that South Africa belongs to all who live in it, black and white, and that 
no government can justly claim authority unless it is based on the will of the 
people.

• The people shall govern

• All shall have equal rights

• The people shall share in the country’s wealth

• The land shall be shared among those who work it

• All shall be equal before the law

• All shall enjoy human rights

• There shall be work and security

• The doors of learning and culture shall be opened

• There shall be houses, security and comfort

• There shall be peace and friendship.



SOURCE O: PHOTOGRA
PH OF LEADERS AT THE 

CONGRESS OF THE 
PEOPLE IN KLIPTOWN: 

YUSUF CACHALIA, 
WALTER SISULU, RUTH 
FIRST AND ALBERTINA 

SISULU



THE TREASON 
TRIAL

• As part of its attempt to destroy anti-apartheid resistance in the 
1950s, the apartheid government started a strategy to silence 
the leadership of the resistance against apartheid. 

• This strategy started on the afternoon of the second day of the 
Congress of the People (27 June 1955). 

• The police, armed with sten guns (a type of machine gun), 
surrounded the gathering, took control of the platform, searched 
all those present, and confiscated many documents, anticipating 
that they had obtained evidence of an intention to commit high 
treason. 

• In September 1955, the police searched the homes of hundreds 
of people associated with the resistance and seized documents. 

• Police and government action reached a climax in December 
1956, when the government declared it had uncovered a 
dangerous communist conspiracy to overthrow the government. 



THE TREASON 
TRIAL

• Using its anti-communism legislation, passed in 1950, the 
government ordered the police to arrest ANC and Congress 
leaders. 

• So, on the morning of 5 December 1956, hundreds of policemen 
across South Africa arrested one hundred and fifty-six Congress 
Alliance leaders: 104 black, 23 white, 21 Indian and 8 coloured
people. 

• They were charged with high treason, a capital offence in South 
Africa. Some of those arrested included Nelson Mandela, Joe 
Slovo, Walter Sisulu, Ahmed Kathrada, Lillian Ngoyi, and Helen 
Joseph.



DURING THE TREASON TRIAL, 
OLIVER TAMBO (LEFT) WENT 

INTO EXILE. HE LIVED IN 
LONDON AND HIS HOME THERE 

BECAME THE CENTRE OF THE 
ANC IN EXILE. IN THIS 

PHOTOGRAPH TAMBO IS SEEN 
WITH HIS LIFELONG FRIEND, 

NELSON MANDELA. THEY WERE 
REUNITED IN 1990.



ACTIVITY 4

COMPLETE ACTIVITY 4: ANALYSE AND 
INTERPRET THE FREEDOM CHARTER.

1. IDENTIFY THE KEY ELEMENTS OF 
THE FREEDOM CHARTER.

2. HIGHLIGHT THE MAIN AIM OF 
THE FREEDOM CHARTER.

3. WHAT DOES THE FREEDOM 
CHARTER FORM THE BASIS OF.



LET’S TALK ABOUT 
IT! WHAT WAS 

THE IMPACT OF 
THE TREASON 

TRIAL?

• ‘The treason trial must occupy a special place in South African history.

• That grim pre-dawn raid, deliberately calculated to strike terror into hesitant 
minds and impress upon the entire nation the determination of the governing 
clique to stifle all opposition, made one hundred and fifty-six of us, belonging 
to all the races of our land, into a group of accused facing one of the most 
serious charges in any legal system.’ (Source: Chief Albert Luthuli in his 
foreword to Helen Joseph’s book, If this be treason, published in 1963)

• From Luthuli’s description, what impact do you think the Treason Trial had on 
those who were arrested?

• What impacts do you think the Treason Trial had on the struggle against 
apartheid? Give reasons for your opinions.

• The Treason Trial became one of the longest and largest trials in the world. By 
August 1958, the government had reduced the number of accused to 91. 

• By November 1960, this number was further reduced to 30. 

• In March 1961, more than five years after the accused had first appeared in 
court, the judge, Mr Justice Rumpoff, handed down the final verdict: there 
was no proof that the accused had wanted to overthrow the government by 
violent means and acquitted them.



THE WOMEN’S 
MARCH

• As far back as 1913, when Louis Botha was prime minister of South Africa, the 
South African government had tried to force black women to carry passes and 
permits. 

• The first attempt was made in 1913 in the Orange Free State when 
government officials declared that women living in the urban townships 
would be required to buy new entry permits each month. 

• Women did not accept this and instead they sent representatives to the 
government, collected thousands of signatures on petitions, and organised
massive demonstrations to protest the permit requirement. 

• Unrest spread throughout the province and hundreds of women were sent to 
prison. Civil disobedience and demonstrations continued for several years and 
the government was forced to withdraw the permit requirement.

• Nothing more was heard about passes for black women until the 1950s, when 
laws requiring such documents were enacted in 1952. The government, 
however, did not begin issuing permits to women until 1954 and reference 
books until 1956.



THE WOMEN’S 
MARCH

• The Federation of South African Women (FSAW) and the ANC did not 
accept this and by the middle of 1956 plans had been laid for the 
Pretoria march and the FSAW had written to request that JG 
Strijdom, the current prime minister, meet with their leaders so they 
could present their point of view. 

• The request was refused. Nonetheless, after sending Helen Joseph 
and other ANC leaders on a tour of urban areas to get support for a 
mass march, the march went ahead, and on 9 August 1956 about 20 
000 women marched on the Union Buildings in Pretoria to protest 
against passes for women. 

• Neither JG Strijdom nor any of his senior staff was there to see the 
women, so as they had done the previous year, the leaders left the 
huge bundles of signed petitions outside JG Strijdom’s office door. 

• Then at Lilian Ngoyi’s suggestion, the huge crowd stood in absolute 
silence for a full half hour. Before leaving (again in a peaceful 
fashion), the women sang ‘Nkosi Sikelel’ iAfrika’.



SOURCE Q: THE 
SONG THE 

WOMEN SANG ON 
THE PROTEST 

MARCH, 9 
AUGUST 1956

• Wathint’ abafazi, Strijdom! Wathint’ imbokodo uzokufa!

• Now you have touched the women, Strijdom!

• You have struck a rock. You have dislodged a boulder!

• You will be crushed!



THE ROLES OF 
HELEN JOSEPH 

AND LILLIAN 
NGOYI

• Both Helen Joseph and Lillian Ngoyi played a key role in this 
march and in their resistance to apartheid.



ROLE PLAYERS IN THE WOMEN’S MARCH

Helen joseph Lilian ngoyi



HELEN JOSEPH AND HER ROLE IN RESISTANCE TO 
APARTHEID

• Helen Joseph was a South African anti-apartheid activist who was born in England and graduated from King’s College in 
London in 1927. After working as a teacher in India for three years, Helen came to South Africa in 1931.

• She served in the Women’s Auxiliary Air Force during World War II as an information and welfare officer, and later became a 
social worker. 

• In 1951 Helen took a job with the Garment Workers’ Union, led by Solly Sachs. She was a founder member of the Congress of 
Democrats, and one of the leaders who read out clauses of the Freedom Charter at the Congress of the People in Kliptown in 
1955.

• Helen was shocked by the plight of black women, and played an important role in the formation of the Federation of South 
African Women. 

• Along with the organisation’s leadership, she headed a march of 20 000 women to the Union Buildings in Pretoria to protest 
against pass laws, on 9 August 1956. 

• This day is still celebrated in South Africa as Women’s Day.



LILLIAN NGOYI AND HER ROLE IN RESISTANCE TO 
APARTHEID

• Lillian Masediba Ngoyi was born on 24 September 1911 in the city of Pretoria. Educated at the Kilnerton Institution in the mid-1920s, her 
dreams of becoming a teacher were dashed when she was forced to leave school in order to help support her family. 

• She worked as a nurse in the City Mine Hospital from 1928 to 1930. In 1934, she married John Ngoyi, a van driver. 

• They had three children, but later separated.

• Ngoyi worked as a domestic servant for three months in 1935, a job which she despised. She became a nurse soon after. Later, during the mid-
1940s to mid-1950s, she worked in a clothing factory as a machinist. 

• There, she held a position as an official in the Garment Workers’ Union (Native Branch), an experience which led her to dedicate her life to 
humanitarian works.

• Ngoyi joined the ANC in 1952. This organisation was dedicated to ending the unequal status of black and white South Africans, known as 
apartheid. 

• Ngoyi, along with political pioneers Helen Suzman, Helen Joseph, Ida Mtwana and Charlotte Mxeke, founded the Women’s League of the ANC. 



LILLIAN NGOYI AND HER ROLE IN RESISTANCE TO 
APARTHEID

• She eventually attained leadership positions, among them national president and Transvaal provincial president of the Women’s League.

• In 1953, Ngoyi was imprisoned for playing a role in a Congress campaign against race laws. A year later, she became the only woman elected to 
the National Executive of the African National Congress. 

• In 1955, Ngoyi served as an elected delegate to the World Mothers’ Conference in Lausanne, Switzerland. She had left South Africa without a 
passport in order to attend the event. 

• A year later, she was named the national president of the newly formed Federation of South African Women. Ngoyi led 20 000 women in 
August 1956 to protest the inclusion of women in the pass laws controlling the movements of black people. Ngoyi was arrested and tried for 
treason, but was later acquitted.

• The African National Congress was banned by the South African government in 1960, but continued to operate as an underground 
organisation. Ngoyi was arrested again in 1960 during a state of emergency, this time without trial. 

• By the end of the ordeal, she had spent five months in solitary confinement at Pretoria Prison.

• ANC leaders were arrested in 1963. Ngoyi was one of the first to be held under a 90-day detention law. 



LILLIAN NGOYI
AND HER ROLE IN 

RESISTANCE TO 
APARTHEID

• She spent 71 days imprisoned in Johannesburg with no formal 
charges and no trial. From the time of her release in 1963 until 
her death in 1980, Ngoyi was restricted in her movements and 
contacts by the South African government. Her remarks could 
not be quoted by newspapers.

• The student revolt of 1976 was an important moment in the 
struggle against apartheid. 

• The ANC bolstered its ranks with the energy of this younger 
generation. 

• The original leaders were not forgotten, however. After Ngoyi
died at her home in the suburban black township of Soweto on 
12 March 1980, one ANC settlement in Dakawa, 
Tanzania memorialised the activist by naming a residence in her 
honor.



ACTIVITY

• Work with a partner. Refer to the materials in this unit and to 
your own knowledge.

• Explain the following statement women made on their march to 
the Union Buildings: ‘Strijdom, you strike a woman, you have 
struck a rock.’

• How do you think women like Helen Joseph and Lillian Ngoyi
should be remembered today?

• You have been asked to do a Women’s Day Programme at school.

• Identify a theme for the programme, for example women and 
abuse.

• Compile a programme for the event. What activities or displays 
would you include?

• Who would you choose as your guest speaker and why?

• What lesson would you want the people in your school to learn? 
Explain your answer.


